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HOOKER 
SHAKES 
ON THE 
» DEAL... 


WHASNY ADIZSM ¥3990S HSLINS GNV NYVHISNY 


rumoure be euieway the situa’ on. 
As our exclusive photo reveals, the former West 
Adelaide defender wilt play for the Pumas this season. 
{continued on page 2) 
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their hands in anticipation. We have 
twice enjoyed the World Youth 
Championships for U/20s (in 1981 and 
1993), but the Olympic Football 
Tournament often contains current, not 
future, world stars. £ 

Brazil could have Ronaldo in their 
team as he will be still/under 23! Now 
that must set the blood racing, plus Raul 
of Spain, and Michael Curcija, a future 
Socceroo star, will be eligible too.) 

There are 24 men’s teams and 12 
women’s, Thus 36 chances to provide 
pre-games training and acclimatisation 
matches, Each team will probably arrive 
in Australia at least two weeks before the 
tournament. 

For instance Brazil — rightly confident 
of qualifying’— have already booked 
facilities at the AIS in Canberra, and 
Norway are keen on Toowoomba (with 
the facilities at the University of Southern 
Queensland). 

The teams will need to be housed, fed 
and provided with top notch surfaces on 
which to,train. In case of inclement 
weather thay will also have requirements 
for indoor training facilities. 

Most local associations will be coming 
up to their Finals Series around the time 
of the Olympics, and usually they would 
be over by the end of August. Here is a 
clear case to delay the end of the season 
in order to-invite Australian, or overseas, 
Football Olympians to make 
presentations to the youngsters. An 
experience which will surely boost 
interest for local players, and an 
unforgettable memory which will last 
with them for years. 

The provision of food and drink to 
hungry athletes is an area which will 
provide a welcome boost to our food and 
beverage industry. 

Coaches with the teams would 
probably welcome an inyilation to talk to 
fellow coaches in Australia. What a 
once-in-a-lifetime chance to hear directly 
from world class figures. Many speak 
English, but surely a suitable person 
could be found to translate when 


necessary. In any case both sides have a 

common language — Soccer, 
And not forgetting transpart will have 

to be found to take teams from venue to 


Remember. 


men and three groups of four for the 
women. Folir yenues into nine groups 
doesn’t balance. Yes Docklands in 
Melbourne will be there but will Victoria 
commit to it? It appears not, at this stage, 
according to comments made by Jeff 
Kennett when. announcing the MCG for 
the November World Cup qualifier. 

Would it be possible to run group 
matches in regional areas? Townsville, 
Rockhampton, Toowoomba, the Gold 
Coast, Coffs Harbour, Orange, 
Newcastle, Wollongong, Wagga Wagga, 
Bendigo, Ballarat and Shepparton are just 
a few towns and cities thal’ spring to 
mind.” z 

New Zealand is actively seeking 
Olympic teams for pre-Games training; 
however, Australia, the host nation, has 
to be the favoured option. 

Make it happen because the 
opportunity won't come round again. 
The best we can hope far is a third 
staging of the Under/20 World 
Championships, 

Remember each Footbal! tournament 
team will have 18 players and at least six 
officials. There will be 36 teams for the 
two football tournaments, which equals 
860.or.more people. This tepresents a 
potential windfall for your area. 

To make something happen takes 
people with drive. This country, and our 
sport, is blessed with these types of 
people. There are thousands of 
volunteers who are doers but there are 
just a few drivers and people with vision. 

Get onto SOCOG they'll.be:pleased to 
hear from you. David Hillis Australia’s 
soccer representative: let him know you 
want to be involved in this golden 


Opportunity. 


<=" OLYMPIC 
RUMOURS DASHED 


——=s Continued from front pg ... 


would sign on with United. 

Player/coach David 
Mitchell told ABSW: “I'm 
very pleased to have Robbie 
on board. I'm trying to build 
a side that will have us in the 
top six. 

“We were the best team 
last year but it would be a lot 
to ask for the same this 


By MICKY BROCK 


t was revealed to ABSW 
yesterday that Robbie 
Hooker had signed for 
Sydney United, dashing the 
rumours of UTS Olympic 
being one of the late 
players in this scenario, 
Hooker, wanting a return 


Congratulations 
lan Wright 


rsenal and England 
striker, Ian Wright, has 


jersey to reveal a T-s 
earing the legend “179”. A 


to Sydney, finally signed on season after so many 
the dotted line yesterday departures. broken his club’s all-time few moments later the 
morning and informed “I'm trying to knit the side | scoring record of 178 goals prophesy came true before 


sources at the club revealed 


which was set by Cliff 
they knew other parties were 


completing his hat-trick and 
Bastin in the 1930s, 


together, to make them gel as Mm ul 
taking the tally to 180 senior 


a4eam and do our best for 


known to be keeping aneye the fans this year,” he Wright scored a hat-trick goals for the Gunners, 
on the situation, but were —_ concluded. against Bolton Wanderers in After the game he said his 
always confident Hooker front of Arsenal’s home aim was to put the record past 


crowd of 38,138, thus taking 
him ‘over the edge’. 

Upon equalising Bastin’s 
record of 178, he lifted his 


200, so it would seem out of 
reach, and the next player to 
break it would feel like he had 
really earnt the achievement. 


Final success, 
For further enquiries 
regarding the ‘Geronimo 


well as Adults. 

This specialised School 
concentrates its teachings on 
basic techniques, reflexes, 
genefal fitness and on how to 
handle the period of post 
injuries. 

The sessions are designed 
to sharpen the skills most 
necessary to carry all 
Goalkeepers up to the next 
level. 

The founder of the 
‘Geronimo Goalkeeper 
School’ is Mr Bruno Jasiczek 
Von Castello, himself an 
experienced goalkeeper from 
the senior divisions of the 
Czech Republic and now 


R years most clubs 
right across Australia 
have for years consistently 
ignored the simple fact that 
Goalkeeper specialised 
coaching and training is 
just as important, if not 
more, than team coaching. 

It's unquestionably 
obvious that any team, both 
junior and senior, can win or 
lose purely on the 
performance of __ its 
goalkeeper, a vital position 
indeed. 

“Geronimo Goalkeeper 
Coaching School’ is now up 
and running finally, 
operating in the Western 


Goalkeeper School’, Bruno 
can be contacted on 041- 
126-3866. 


Geroucmae 


ALKEEPING SCHOOL 


This is an opportunity to improve your 
goalkeeping skills as well as increase your 
chances of gaining team selection. 


also with the Australian State 


Suburbs of Sydney 
Leagues. 


‘The ‘Geronimo’ School is 
already attracting Bruno has coached Super 
goalkeepers from as far as up League goalkeepers playing 
to the Central Coast of NSW in the Gladesville 


BEGINNERS OR ADVANCED, | 
JUNIORS OR ADULT CLASSES 


Special technique presentation by U16 


DISTRIBUTION 

NSW/ACT: FLP Ply Lid. 7 Gamers Ave 
Marrickville NSW 2204. Tel: (02) 95603900 
VICTORIA: FLP Ply Ltd. Unit 9, 405 Flemington 
Road, North Melbourne, 3051. 

Tol: (09) 9329-1636 Fax: (03) 9329-1842 
QUEENSLAND: Queensland Newspaper 


“Micky Brook 


ERTISING 


bei uanealstng 
1 material appearing in Australian 


‘Campbell St, Bowen Hills 4008 Tel. (07) 3252-6011 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Advertiser Lid. 
Waymouth St, Adelaide 5000 Tel: (08) 8218-9329 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Pan Hellenic 
Emporium, 67 James Street, Perth 6000. 

Tel: (08) 9328-4779 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA.......Richard Kreider 
WOMEN'S CORRESPONDENT: Janene Mar 
ENGLAND. Henry Wizgier 


ad British Soccer Weekly is copyright 
and reprodaction in any form whatso- 
‘ever is expresly forbidden without the 
‘wt permission of the publisher. 

The publisher accepts no responsibility 


articles and 
days PRIOR to issue date. 


and as far west as to the Blue Association of all ages-14s, 


fa n Goalkeepers just returning from tour of 
Mountains-for both Youth as and 16s right up to Grand 


ae 
\PECIAL GOALKEEPERS FITNESS CLA p 
& PRIVATE COACHING ALSO AVAILABLE 


(L to r): NSL players Michael Reda, Anthony Jurjan 
with head instructor Bruno Jasiczek Von Castello, 
seen here signing autographs for children attending 
a ‘Geronimo Goalkeeping’ . 


nwo; 02 96383 


PASCOE VALE 


SPORTSCEN 


THE GENERAL SPORTS STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER ¢ 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE: 03 9354 2791 
ISGOUNTS ON © GEAR + TROPHIES * GENERAL ENGRAVING & PRINTING 


clu 


Sponsor of ABSW 
Player of the Year 


SPORTSCENE 
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LEICHHARD TY S25) \'SOCCER CLUB 
ke (J WINNING CLUB 


NSW LEADING @ LONE 
OCCER SEASON 


Lambert Park, Marion St., Leichhardt 
SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


COMME! Mi 


U13s — Mon 13th Oct, Mon 20th Oct, Mon 27th Oct 
U14s —Tues 14th Oct, Tues 21st Oct, Tues 28th Oct 
U15s — wed 15th oct, Wed 22nd Oct, Wed 29th Oct 
U16s —thur 16th Oct, Thur 23rd Oct, Thur 30th Oct 


For all enquiries please phone club:— 


9565 2299 


SOCCER CLUB 


YOUTH LEAGUE 

Trials fror 1998 
Under 13 Tuesday 14/10/1997 — 6.00pm 
Under 14 Thursday 16/10/1997 — 6.00pm 


Under 15 Sunday 19/10/1997 — 9.00am 
Under 16 Sunday 19/10/1997 — 9.00 am 


Trials will continue for the following 2 weeks 


EVERLEY PARK 
EVERLEY ROAD, SOUTH GRANVILLE 
outside MELITA STADIUM 


aAnsw @ 


GOODOIL... 60000 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 


despite rumours to the 
contrary, is still in Sydney 
but is expected to depart for 


England tomorrow 
(Wednesday) to join his new 
club Portsmouth. 

The former Marconi 
playmaker has temporarily 
suspended his studies for his 
Law degree to serve a full- 
time footballing career with 
‘Terry Fenwick's Portsmouth. 


eoeoeoe 


ALISTAIR EDWARDS, 
former UTS Olympic 
attacking left back, has ended 
his League season with 
Sarawak in the Malaysian 
National League by scoring 
12 goals in the role of central 
striker, 

The rich province of 
Sarawak last week won the 
League Championship for the 
first time in the club’s history. 

Edwards is expected back 
in his hometown Perth tonight 
(Tuesday) with his wife 
Gracie and two sons for a 
short holiday before the 
Malaysian Cup kicks off in 
November. 


eooeoe 


UTS OLYMPIC have 
received yet another a 
takeover offer from Eastern 
Suburbs Rugby League Club 
valued at some $2 million 

This deal is a firm offer 
with Olympic being provided 
the Sydney Football Stadium 
to use as their home ground 
(the same as the Roosters). 

The Sydney Football 
Stadium will make available 
to Olympic 50 Corporate 
Boxes, two large Hirer’s 
boxes. The Stadium to 
‘Olympic for its home matches 
will be rent free. 

Easts Leagues will allow 
UTS Olympic to move its 
entire administration offices 
to their Leagues Club in 
Bondi Junction 

The deal as well allows 
Olympic to sell off its Social 
Club at Hurlstone Park, with 
Easts paying off Olympic’s 
social club liabilities. 


eeeooe 


The Waratah Cup semis 
this Sunday could be switched 
as a double-header to the 
Marconi Stadium from the St 
George Stadium . 

The NSW Soccer 
Federation is expected to 
ratify such a move sometime 
today or tomorrow. They want 
to play the Waratah Cup Final 
on Saturday week, not 
Sunday, to avoid the rugby 
league grand final. 

Oooo 


ELIAS AUGERINOS, UTS 
Olympic’s attacking left sided 
midfielder, went under the 
knife yesterday morning for 
urgent repairs to his left knee. 

Unfortunately for him, 
right now is on the ‘Wanted 
List’ by three NSL clubs, 
despite his coach Geoff 
Harcombe wanting to retain 
him at Olympic. 


_ STATE 


First Grade, U21s & U18s 
ALL FROM 2.00PM 


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8 & 15 


“TRIALS For 1998 SEASON. 
AGUE DIV 1 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22 & 
CONTACT: (sec) w FRANK FALCONE 9267 1611 0411 381 969 NICK 
PORECA w 9756 2522 wO1§ 109 §27 
Trials for District Div 1 — ror our Future yout & STATE LEAGUE 

U9s & U10s, 9am U11s & U12s, 11am U13s & U14s, 
CONTACT: «) MARIO TORRELLI 9607 4217 0419 615 280 Nick 
TOMASSETTI 1) 9823 4063 0412 S11 569 


Youth League Div 1 — u13s 9am, u14 11am, U15 1pm, U16 3pm 


1pm 


Elias Augerinos: In 
hospital. 


eee 


PABLO CARDOZO, West 
ide’s ball-playing striker 
in Adelaide for pre- 


He was living in Sydney 
during the Ericsson Cup off- 
season with his parents, and 
was keen to link up with a 
Sydney club again, 


Both Sydney United and 


his former club, UTS 
Olympic, were keen to sign 
Cardozo, but because of 
hesitancy by both clubs, West 
Adelaide demanded he return 
to South Australia, 


Oooo 


ZORAN MATIC is far from 
happy with some of his squad 
members at Marconi. 
The extremely hard to please 
Matic is understood to be in 
the process of negotiating lo 
import a top class Italian 28 
year old central midfielder 
Sometime next week. 

This ‘phantom’ midfielder 
has played in Serie B with 
Taranto. 


importing a second 
Italian professional. 


Oooo 


AUSTRALIA OVER the past 
three years has become a 
major exporter of players to 
all four corners of the globe. 

But more recently Australia 


has also exported quality 
coaches with some great 
success, 

Last year the former AIS 
coach Ron Smith took over 
the reins of Malaysian club 
side Sabah, and went on to 
win the League first up, with 
Scott Olletenshaw knocking 
in the goals upfront. 

This year, former 
Newcastle K.B, United boss, 
Alan Vest, has just won the 
Malaysian League for his club 
side Sarawak, the first time in 
that club’s history. 


*OOoe 


BRETT EMERTON is 
anxiously awailing a 
telephone call from France to 
fly across sometime this week 
for urgent trials with First 
Division side Bordeaux, 

When the call does come, it 
is expected that Brett’s father 
Mike, plus UTS Olympic’s 


president Simon 
Konstantinidis, will 
accompany the Young 


Soccerooo to the beautiful 
French city. 


SATURDAY OCTOBER 18 & 25 SUNDAY NOVEMBEER 9, 16 & 23 
APPLICATIONS FOR COACHES FOR 1998 LEVEL 2 FOR YOUTH & STATE LEAGUE 1 FOR DIST DIV 1 


Written Application for coaches to the Secretary TERRY FORBES 
PO Box 7044 Wetherill Park NSW 2164. PHONE: 9725 7455 OR 
(H/W) JOHN PALMANO 9636 8417 (m) 015431693 


ALL TRIALS AT THE ABRUZZI FIELD — 11 ELIZABETH ST., WETHERILL PARK 


eS 


Alan Vest: Malaysian Championship with Sarawak, 


Pablo Cardozo 
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ABSW 


NSW SCHOOLBO 
Australia’s Chat 


n fine style, the NSW 

Primary Schoolboys 

team gallantly marched 
through the recent 
Australian Soccer Carnivale 
undefeated to take out the 
National Championship for 
the second year running. 

‘The Championships, staged 
at Hawker Oval in Canberra, 
saw a Wealth of young talent 
on display, but despite this no 
other State side could stop the 
team from NSW, which 
displayed outstanding skills 
and consistency in winning 
the title. 

The young NSW side, 
which was meticulously 


NSW's top goalscorer Richie Cardozo with his older 


coached by Michael Southwell 
from the Lakesland School, 
achieved a most creditable 
back-to-back Championships 
with the ‘Blues’. 

Team manager of NSW, a 
former top player with NSW 
State League side Sutherland, 
Mr Paul Smith stated last 
night to ABSW: “We are very 
proud of our side which in six 
matches at the National 
Championships recorded five 
wins plus a draw. 

“We defeated Queensland 
1-0 and 1-0, South Australia 
2-1, ACT 7-0 and 8-0, then 
drew in the vital match that 
gave NSW the Championship: 
2-2 with South Australia.” 

Smith who himself coached 


brother, NSL striker, Pablo Cardozo. 


Sydney East to the Primary 
School State Championship, 
went on to add: “Overall NSW 
scored 21 goals whilst we 
conceded just three, 


“This | believe was a great 
credit to our very reliable 
goalkeeper Ben Parmenter and 
all his defence. 

“Our top goalscorer was 


striker Richie Cardozo from 
the Croydon Park School and 
the undefeated champions 
Leichhardt Tigers’ Under/I1s, 
while Michael Fallah ended 


up with four, 

“Our team captain Joshua 
Rees from Newcastle played a 
splendid role as our team’s 
leader,” noted Smith. 


Richie Cardozo is the 10 
‘year old dynamic little brother 
of West Adelaide’s Ericsson 
Cup striker/midfielder Pablo 
Cardozo, 


NSW SCHOOLBOYS Back row : Scott Miranda, Richle Cardozo, Ricki Leonard. Middle row: 
Dane Jaeger. Front row: (team coach) Michael Southwell, Chris Tadrosse, Tony Pannuccio, 


Dean Kerr, Dominic Hudap, 


ST 


AR si Neville 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 
EE STERREY, 
Marconi’s newly 

appointed assistant coach to 

Zoran Matic, will anxiously 

be awaiting for October 11 

when England journeys to 

Italy for their vital World 

Cup qualifi 

In the England side will be 
attacking right defender Phil 


Neville, with whom Sterrey 
struck up an unexpected 
friendship with earlier this 
year in Italy. 

Marconi’s youth team 
participated in the prestigious 
Viareggio European Youth 
Tournament last February 
(covered exclusively by 
ABSW). 

Grouped with Marconi in 


the Tournament was 
Manchester United's youth 
team, whose captain just 
happened to be none other 
than England defender Phil 
Neville. 

Marconi’s Youth side led 
Manchester United 1-0 with 
40 seconds left, before United 
drew level with a face saving, 
if not scrappy, goal. 


.* 


Lee Sterrey: At the Viareggio Tournament in Italy with England 


4 


defender Phil Neville. 


Michael Mouyis, Jordan Simpson, Tyler Simpson, 
Ben Parmenter, Michael 


Fallah, Joshua Rees, (team manager) Paul Smith. 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 
erry Venables, 
‘Australia’s World Cup 

coach, over the weekend 

released the details of his 
squad of 24 for the friendly 
international against 


Tunis on October 1, just 
four days prior to the new 
NSL season kicking off. 
Once again the shock 
omission of highly talented 
Paul Agostino, now with 
Munich 1860 in Germany, has 
raised a few eyebrows. 


Tunisia, to be played in 
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Mark Viduka: Back in the fold. 


Mark Bosnich (Aston Villa), Zeljko 
Kalac (Portstnouth), Jason P¢ 
(Adelaide City), Paul Okon ( 
Milan Ivanovic - Adelaide Cit 

ie Slater (Southampton); | 
Matthew Bingley (Vissel Kobe), Alex 
Tobin capt (Adelaide City), Tony 
Vie (Glasgow Rangers), Ned 
Zelic (Auxerre), Robert Enes 


Trimboli (South 
Melbourne), Steve Horvat | 
| (West Ham Utd). 


DIVISION ONE 
1998 YOUTH 
LEAGUE TRIALS 


Commencing 12th October, 19th-26th 
2nd November 1997 


13 YEARS — 10.00am 
14 YEARS — 11.30am 


15 YEARS — 1.00pm 
16 YEARS — 2.30pm 


CSI SOCCER CLUB COMPLEX 


AT:— 81 SOUTH STREET 
SCHOFIELDS 


For more information please contact: — 
MR AUDIE MURPHY 


Stare Super Leacue CLus 


COACHES REQUIRED FOR THE 
FORTHCOMING SEASON 


FOR 3RD, 2ND & FIRST GRADES 
COACHES FOR YOUTH LEAGUE 
U/13, 14, 15, 16 
INR COACHES U/7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 
YOUTH LEAGUE CO-ORDINATOR 
JUNIOR CO-ORDINATOR 
FROM U/7-U/12 


ADDRESS TO THE SECRETARY 
Jack CrrRJaNic 
P.O. BOX 226 CABRAMATTA NSW 2166 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE 1ST OCTOBER, 1997 


CONNELLS POINT ROVERS | 


SOCCER CLUB INC 


COACHES REQUIRED 
for the 1998 SEASON 


Nominations are invited from qualified 
coaches for the Premier League teams for 
the 1998 season. 


Closing date 12 Oct 1997 


Applications detailing qualifications and 
experience in writing to: — 


THE Secretary: Connetts Point ROVERS 
PO BOX 251 PENSHURST NSW 2222 


on: 9547 2555 


By DANE SKAFTE 


Ihe NNSW_ Soccer 

Federation will host the 
Women’s National 
Championships at Jack 
McLaughlan Oval, 
Edgeworth from Sunday 
September 21, to Saturday 
27 inclusive. 

“The championships come 
to NNSW in a period of 
considerable growth and 
success of Women’s Soccer in 
the area,” said Chief 
Executive Officer of AWSA, 
Warren Fisher. 

To coincide with the 
championships the AWSA 
will conduct a seminar at the 
Radison Hotel (Monday, 
September 22) titled 
‘Reaching for the Stars: 
Challenges for the Female 
Athlete’, 

Teams to contest the 
Championships include: 
Northern NSW, South 
Australia, Northern Territory, 
NSW, Western Australia, 


Tasmania, Victoria and 
Queensland. 
NNSW hope to improve on 


their third placing from last 
year’s championships, with 
the home ground advantage a 
plus, 

“The competition should be 
very even and Northem NSW 
would start favourites 


considering the depth of 
players coach Mark Jones has 
to call on,” said Fisher, 

NNSW Head Coach Mark 
Jones was not expected to 
announce his squad until this 
week, 


The Draw. 
‘SUNDAY, SEP: 24” 
Northern NSW v) 

Northern Territory, 
2.20pm,» 
MONDAY, SEP. 22 
Northern NSW v1 
South Wales, 1.20pm. 
TUESDAY, SEP. 23 


Tasmania, 14.40am, 
THURSDAY, SEPT,25 
Northern NSW v 
Western Aust, 
| 11.40am. 
"FRIDAY, SEPT. 26 
Northern NSW.v South 
Australia, 1.20pm. 


EASTERN SUBURBS SOCCER 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


EASTERN SUBURBS SOCCER FOOTBALL ASSOC. C/- 
10 DONCASTER AVE., KENSINGTON 2033 NSW 


WOMEN REACH STARS 


POGOe 


THE NNSW Soccer 
Federation held their annual 
Awards Dinner Night last 
week at the Belmont 16 Foot 
Sailing Club. More than 130 
invited guests attended the 
evening. 

Highfields Wolves Captain 
and striker Wayne Bailey 
picked up the prestigious 
“NBN Player of the Year’, 
beating two other nominees: 
Darren Moore from 
Broadmeadow Magic and 
Daniel McBreen from Toronto 
Awaba Stags. Both players 
had outstanding games for 
their respective clubs this 
season. 

The 32 year old veteran 
joined Highfields in 1992 and 
during this time coached the 
Breakers Youth Team in the 
1993/94 season. Bailey has 
won four First Grades Grand 
Finals. The first in 1987 with 


Australs, followed by 
1993/1994/1996 with 
Highfields, 


He has represented NNSW 
from 1992 to 1997 and 
captained the side since 1995. 
Wayne has had an outstanding 
season with club champions 
Highfields in 1997, scoring 16 
goals in the NBN Soccer 
League. 

Broadmeadow — Magic 
coach, Richard Hartley, was 
named “Tooheys Coach of the 
Year’ after winning the Minor 
Premiership. This is the first 
time Magic have qualified for 
the First Division Grand Final. 

Weston Bears striker 
Anthony Richards was named 
2HD Leading Goalscorer for 
the NBN Soccer League, 
finishing with 17 goals. In the 
Tooheys second division 
David MacGregor, of South 
Cardiff, scored 18 goals. 

Broadmeadow Magic’s 
President, Larry Urdarov, was 
named *Crosbie Warren and 
Sinclair Administrator of the 
Year’. 

In the other awards, John 
Macaulay of the Lambton 
Jaffas was named Newcastle 
Harness Racing Club - Club 
Person of the Year, The [EA 
Rookie of the Year was won 
by Michael Sloane of 
Wallsend Red Devils. 


HFFOO 


REQUIRES LEVEL 2 C 
FOR 199 
U11 REPRESENTAT 


CH 


NEWS ¢ SCORES & RESULTS 


DAILY UPDATES ¢ GOSSIP e TABLES 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


MIR SOCCER - SBS TV 


The Les Murray International and Local 
Soccer Service is Australia’s most 
comprehensive Soccer reporting service. 
Updated daily, or when the action breaks, 
by Les Murray. 

The new service now features all soccer 
regions including comprehensive English, 
European, South American and Asian 
region reports. Now no need to wait for 
your favourite news. Just dial up your 
selected choice of information. 


HOW TO ACCESS 


Call 1900 155 333, and select 


choice of information. 
Calls cost 95 cents per minute, higher rates apply mobile 
and public telephones, 


BRITISH *« EUROPEAN ¢ ASIAN 


AUSTRALIAN + SOUTH AMERICAN 


NEWS ° SCORES & RESULTS 
DAILY UPDATES + GOSSIP « TABLES 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


AND MORE JUST CALL 1900 155 333 
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@ ABSW 


Dear Sir, 

Oh what a night ... what 
nostalgia and what warm 
feelings were experienced 
when the 1974 Socceroo 
World Cup squad had their 
reunion at Wollongong’s 
Fraternity club on August 30 
1997. Over 400 guests 
gatheréd to ‘officially’ honour 
the battling amateurs who, by 


winning a place in the final 16, 


of the World Cup, brought 
glory to Australian soccer 
nearly a quarter of a century 
ago 

‘The function was the brain 
child of one of the team’s 
members, Adrian Alston 
(“Noddy” as we all know 
him), and the Port Kembla 
Soccer Club. There were few 
dry eyes as old mates met for 
the first time in 20 years. 

Commercial TV channels 
were present as well as 
Robbie Wheatley (a Socceroo 
of recent years), and an Optus 
Sports crew. 

Some old-timers, like 
physio Peter Van Ryan and 
the ageless Ray Richards, had 
changed very little. Others 
however sported comfortable 
waist lines and higher 
foreheads! 

The biggest cheer was 
reserved for the ‘Boss’: Rale 
Rasic, whose guile and tactics 
brought out the best in a 
collection of salesmen, 
milkmen, coal miners, and 
labourers, to take them to the 
finals of the World Game on a 
shoestring budget, which 
today would not go very far at 


all, 
MC was SBS anchorman 
Kyle Patterson, whose careful 


he M-league has one 
more round of 
fixtures to finish off 


the season. The Aussie 
players have done extremely 
well and have once again 
collected silverware, There 
are ten Aussies playing here 
amongst an array of 
foreigners from Brazil, 
Argentina, Nigeria, 
Hungary, England, Ghana, 
Liberia, Spain and Iraq. 

Among the foreigners the 
readers will be aware of are: 
Tony Cottee, a AS1.5 million 
signing from West Ham (now 
transferred back to Leicester), 
who played with Selangor; 
Chris Kiwonya, who has 
taken his place on loan from 
Arsenal; Stephen Keshi, the 
Nigerian captain in the 1994 
World Cup and Jean Nyima, 
the Cameroon sweeper. 

‘The domestic trophies have 
been decided, with Mehmet 
Durakovic’s. Selangor 
winning the Charity Shield 
and the FA Cup, and my 
team, Sarawak, have just been 
crowned the League 
Champions for the first time 
in the state’s history. 


0 WHAT A NIGHT? 


research of the team’s 
progress led to some very 
entertaining interviews during 
the evening. 

The guests applauded the 
living legends of Australian 
Soccer’, who achieved with 
guts and determination what 
later teams failed it do — 
make it to the finals. 

The belated 
acknowledgment of the 74 
squad's achievement has done 
what Soccer Australia should 
have done 23 years ago. But 
the overlooked ‘welcome 
home’ was not the only 
opportunity missed by those 
that sat in control of 
Australian Soccer at the time. 

What other sport would 
have allowed the likes of 
captains Warren and Wilson 
to return to Australia without 
any move to use their 
undoubted skills and 
personalities to promote our 
‘great game? 

How many sports would 
haye treated a successful 
coach, who reached the finals 
of the world’s biggest sport 
— for the first and only time 
in history — like dirt? 

Little has changed. The 
rumour at the reunion was 
that Soccer Australia had 
cancelled their table. Nice one 
SA. However, Soccer NSW. 
and the NSW Amateur 
Association were well 


represented on this special 
and magic night, 

Insults are no longer 
bothering our ‘living legends’, 
Their place in history is 
assured. 


George Green 
Alstonyille, NSW 


There is one more trophy 
up for grabs — the Malaysia 
Cup — which gets underway 
in late October. It is a similar 
format to our own end of 
season playoffs and creates an 
unbelievable amount of 
interest, It is the biggest event 
on the Malaysian sporting 
calendar and, as the likes of 
Alan Davidson, Dave 
Mitchell, Joe Biskic, Abbas 
Saad, Mehmet and myself (all 
previous winners) can testify, 
ithas a very special feel. 

The final two years ago, 
between Selangor and 
Pahang, drew a capacity 
80,000 spectators. Selangor 
won and Mehmet, Dave and 
Joe, as well as the then coach 
Ken Worden, were summoned 
to the palace where they were 
showered with gifts (among 
them being presented with the 
highly prestigious Malaysian 
title PIK, which is our 
equivalent of Sir!). 

While the J-League and the 
Singapore League seem to be 
struggling to maintain early 
promise, the M-League is 
booming. 

Perhaps what is indicative 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
Bamisu Soccer 
WEEKLY 
PO BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE 
NSW 2204 
Fax: (02) 9550-9332 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


Dear Sir, 
Tam writing this letter in 


hope. 

Hope that the day may 
arrive soon when 
Australian football is able 
to clean up its national 
league, organise a 
commercially viable, and 
professional, competition 
and gradually overshadow 
our domestic ‘oval ball’ 
tivals. 

Another pre-season is 
nearly over and sadly, in 
what almost seems normal, 
the league faces the 
prospect of a delayed start 
due to another court 
challenge between a club 
and the administration. 

Long suffering 
Australian fans do not 
deserve to be treated this 
way any more. 

Sydney United have 
produced many great 
players for Australia and 
were deserved winners of 
the home and away 
‘championship’. 

Under new chairman, 
John Hewson, the club 
began a reform process 
which saw crowds of up to 
13,000 at Parramatta 


of the appeal of the league is 
the fact that Dunhill, and a 
major sports firm, are fighting 
a battle to sponsor it. At the 
time of writing Dunhill 
appear to be the favourites to 
continue their association — 
having offered the Football 
Association of Malaysia AS90 
million over five years. 
Wouldn't that be nice for 
Soccer Australia! 

‘The Aussie lads over here 
are a pretty tight knit bunch 
and we spend quite a bit of 
time on the phone. Scott 
Ollerenshaw has done 
extremely well in his four 
years in Malaysia; he has 
amassed over 100 goals and 
has won the “Golden Boot” 
award twice, the FA Cup in 
1995 and the league 
championship last year 
(where he was also voted the 


Teague’s most valuable 
player). 
Mehmet _Durakovic’s 


record here is also really 
impressive. In three years at 
Malaysia’s biggest club. 
Selangor, he has won the 
Malaysian Cup twice, two 
Charity Shields and the FA 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


CEASE-FIRE’ — for 
SOCCER'S SAKE! 


Stadium during the 1996/97, 
season. 

Recent reports have 
indicated the club is 
considering privatisation 
with an injection of funds 
from a number of 
companies. 

However, all the good 
efforts of the club have 
been abandoned in its 
refusal to accept 
responsibility for the 
incident at Parramatta. A 
compromise should have 
been reached privately 
between the club and the 
administration, with a good 
behaviour bond imposed 
(as per South Melbourne). 
Instead, another expensive 
court battle is underway, 
using up funds which 
probably could have bought 
the club an excellent team 
for the new season. 

Soccer Australia (SA) 
however, is not blameless, 
with its conditions imposed 
on United concerning 
management _ clearly 
discriminatory. It should 
not matter whether the club 
directors are Croatian, 
Greek, Chinese or 
Mongolian — what matters 


EAT 


is they build a club that can 
represent the people of 
Sydney! . 

Brisbane and Perth have 
demonstrated that 
‘community based football 
clubs can attract broad- 
based public support and 
sponsorship. Carlton’s 
entry in the new season 
means that only Sydney, 
the home of the league, 
lacks a community based 
club. Before the current 
crisis United seemed to 
have the best chance of 
building a support base — 
after all, where were the 
‘Swans five years ago? 

Australian football has 
its best opportunity in its 
history with the Socceroos 
almost certain of qualifying 
for the 1998 World Cup, 
plus the Olympic Football 
Tournament in 2000, It is 
now or never. 

SA has made mistakes 
but so has United — please 
let’s have a ‘cease-fire’ 
before another great chance 
is passed by. Yours in 
football. 

Anthony Fensom 
Highgate Hill, QLD 


| AM 
PROUD!!! 


Dear Sir, 

David Hill is attempting 
ethnic cleansing by 
discriminating against players’ 
surnames and their heritage. 
How can any one person 
demand things from Sydney 
Utd, such as playing at another 

d that, and telling a team 
what nationality they must and 
mustn't have? 

A lot of the blame has to go 
to Ivan Simic and the 
‘committee of Sydney United. 
‘The supporters and members 
want them out because Simic 
is in it for self benefit, He has 
been David Hill's “Yes Man’ 
for some time, until he found 
out David's true colours. 

Ivan Simic and_ the 
committee want to give United 
supporters a team in the State 
League so they can, with the 
help of John Hewson and 
investors, run their own 
consortium at Parramatta. 
Let's face it, is John Hewson 
in it for the love of Soccer, 
United or a big money making 
scheme? 

Step aside Ivan Simic and 
your committee, your greed 
has overtaken the love for 
United, Soccer and the 
thousands of children from 
Australian and ethnic 


backgrounds who dream of 
playing for United, 

Tam proud of being an 
Australian of Croatian 
heritage. 

All| have wrong with me 
seems to be my name, origins 
and that I support Sydney 
United. All that David Hill 
seems to have done is attack 
Marconi, —_ Labbozzetta, 
Olympic and Melbourne 
Knights, but he is not fixing 
his own problems. 

You had Terry Venables’ 
Socceroos train at United’s 
Edensor Park complex, 
Hypocritical, wouldn't you 
say? Especially when some of 
the clubs have more money 
and are more successful than 
Soccer Australia is. 

Action must be taken 
against Soccer Australia and 
David Hill for these attacks 
and demands. 

I wonder if FIFA agrees 
that David Hill has the right to 
say who, what, when, where 
and how we should play 
soccer. 

I am proud to be an 
Australian-Croatian and love 
Soccer: everybody is welcome 
at United. 

Name and address 
supplied. 


By ALISTAIR EDWARDS 


Mehmet Durakovic: Won the Charity Shield and FA\ 
Cup this year. 


Cup. He, along with Darren 
Stewart from Johor, are the 
two most respected defenders 
inthe league. 

Darren was runner up last 
year for the “Player of the 
Year’ award, and I know 
Mehmet was devastated when 
he had to pull out, because of 
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knee problems, from the 
Socceroo's recent World Cup 
qualifiers. He definitely 
should be in the national team 
now he has recovered. 

Joining Darren at Johor this 


year is Milan Blagojevic. He 
has had a really good season 
in a team that has struggled a 


bit, They have had 
unbelievable bad luck with 
injuries and they need to win 
this weekend to have a chance 
of qualifying for the 
Malaysian Cup competition, 
At Negri Sembilan, Gus 


Cerro, Jose Iriate and Tristan 


Morgan make up their foreign 
contingent, in a team that 
finished fifth. Tristam, who 
hails from Perth, has scored 
some crucial goals since 
joining the team mid-season. 

Jose has had a horror run 
with injuries since starting the 
season with a bang and Gus 
has done extremely well, 
eaming rave reviews since he 
rejoined the team after his 
knee operation. 

Brian Bothwell is now in 
his second season with Brunei 
and is a firm favourite in the 
Sultanate where every game is 
played before a sell out 
30,000 crowd. He is currently 
in the running for the “Golden 
Boot” award having scored 13 
goals. 

My teamate at Sarawak is 
David Evans, who is also 
from Perth, He is the longest 
serving foreigner in Malaysia 
having been with the team for 
seven years. He is rock steady 
at the back and at 6ft 7 causes 
teams all sorts of problems 
with his height. 

Two Aussie coaches ply 
their trade over here: Ron 
Smith at Sabah, who guided 
them to the league title last 
year and the FA Cup in *95 


and ‘97. The other is Alan 
Vest at my club, who was the 
mastermind behind our league 
title triumph to add to the FA 
Cup in 1992. 

Alan has been at Sarawak 
for seven years. When he 
arrived, they were stuck at the 
bottom of Division Two. He 
has turned everything around 
and now we have the best 
team in Malaysia. It has been 
a fantastic achievement and to 
say he is a popular man 
around here is an 
understatement. 

What I find really 
interesting is not only that our 
best players are leaving 
Australia at a remarkable rate, 
but our best coaches are doing 
the same. Alan and Ron in 
Malaysia, Eddie Thompson in 
Japan, along with Ken 
Worden, during his stint in 
Malaysia. 

T think it won't be long 
before the likes of Alan 
Davidson and Dayid Mitchell, 
who were well respected and 
successful during their time in 
Malaysia, will be enticed back 
here. 


fOOINOTE: Former. 
jacceroo star, Scott 
Ollerenshaw, is going to be 
a father, He is married to 
lichelle who was recentl 
ranked fourth in the worl 
in karate. Also ex- 
Gippsland Falcons striker, 
Brian Bothwell, recently got 
engaged to a local girl. 


4974 AUSTRALIAN WORLD CUP HERO 
By PHIL MURPHY 


longong City 
Wolves are set to 
jin the high rollers 


of Australian Soccer, 

‘A group of influential local 
businessmen are poised to buy 
the club. They are not saying 
how much, but the amount 
would establish the Wolves as 
one of the strongest outfits in 
the Bricsson Cup. 

‘The consortium have been 
talking for some time, and 
after a meeting last week, 
announced there were 15 
definite starters. Wolves 
chairman, Brian Hastings, said 
they were very enthusiastic 
and believed there would be 
20 stakeholders by the time 
they take over the club. 
There is a chance the 
Illawarra Soccer Association, 
who are financially sound, will 
be one of the stakeholders; 
however, there will be an 
announcement after a meeting 
of their clubs. 

Hastings said the Wolves 
were complying with a Soccer 
Australia edict that all clubs 
must be fully professional by 


Dougie Utlesenovie, 
October 8, 1946. 


“Previous Clubs: 
Last cl Played For 


Marital Status: . Wife nnette-tchildren (Tammy, 
Hstial & Sasha) 
cupation: 


Own disposable packaging 


Best 
distribution 
Most Difficult Spponent Vogel (East Germany's 


‘left winger) 
Pavel. Today: lvanovic, 


‘Most Impressive | 

| Tobin, Trimboli 

“Most Impressive Local Player th Your | Days:, Atti 

Abonyi, Ray Baartz and Johnny Watkiss 

| Most Impressive Australian At The 74 W.C Finals: 
Dj Stefano and Pele 


Col Curran 

Favourite eee payer 

Favourite Overseas Club: " Red Star 

What Qualities Make a Good Coach: Courage 

What Would You Have Liked Changed Leading Up 

To Going To The World Cup Finals Back In ‘74; To 

have hi ee have gat aoe 

professional and to have had fer more warm-up 
Matches leading up to going to West Germany 

Honours Vic's ‘69, 70 & NSW's ‘74 to 76, plus 63 


caps'for Australia . 

Special Advice uri ir Australia To Assist Our 

Current National Team To Qualify For France ‘98 
World Cup Finals: Eo quality warm up games, 
“assemble all players two weeks before the Asian 
games in Nov', then stress to all of them to be. 
Very conscious they are playing for their 

and not money ~ 

Most Memorable Moments Playing For puts 
The 3-0 match vs Iran in Syd 

Hong Kong vs South Korea an 

in the World Cup Finals in We: v 

Hobbies Outside Soccer: Watching Soccer 

Maradona’s ‘86 World Cup goaj vs England and 

ag 's goal vs USSR In ‘88 Euro Final 
‘01 


Seafood 

Gin and Tonic 
Honda Civic Gli 
All Soccer programmes and 


‘Guns Of Navarone and all Steve 


go. fully 
professional before then,” 


ysaghts retained their 

Ailawarra Premier 
League championship with 
an impressive 3-0 home 
win against Fernhill on 
Saturday, Bulli also won 
their last game 4-1 away to 
Northern United, but 
Lysaghts took the title on 
goal difference, in a 
dramatic end to the league 
program. 

Wollongong Olympic 
provided the shock, beating 
Cringila 3-2 at Brandon Park 
to finish fifth. Few people 
gave Olympic a chance of 
upsetting the powerful 
Cringila outfit. 

Peter Zorbas (2) and 
George Mahanidis scored 
for Olympic, with Korrie 
Babington and Rade 
Stefanovski getting 
Cringila’s goals, 

Olympic had led 2-0 but 
io pulled it back to 2- 


Favourite Actor/s Steve McQueen, John 
“Wayne, Belinda Leg and ‘Audrey Hepburn 
‘Preferred Music: 50s and 60s ROCK & Roll 
peels Comedian: . ‘Benny Hill 
feferees 
Young PI 


ne avers “train hard and 
aes ne know ae eae ing 
erson YOu Like To Mere The World's 
best referee 


“Lysaghts coach, Phil 
Matias, in his first season 
after retiring as a player last 
season, said he was pleased 
for the players. 

“We have struggled at 
times during the season but 


HOW......? 

With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 

Will come to you 


ILIAS ORFANIDIS 
© 0419 622 685 


PERSONAL TRAINING 


WOLVES SET 
FOR BIG TIME? 


Hastings predicted. 
“The Wolves have been 
under capitalised right from 
day one. We will be writing 
letters to all club members to 
inform them of developments. 

“The matter will be 
discussed at length during next 
month's annual general 
meeting.” 

The Chairman said the 
Board will insist that the 
consortium will never be able 
to take the club away from the 
Wollongong area. 
think that it is very 
it,” he noted. 

“Initially I would like to 
envisage that the club 
executive stay on for a 
transition period. 

“Tt would then be up to the 
consortium members to decide 
which system they would 
work under. They will be 
taking over a very well 
organised club. We have 
everything in place, from our 
under 13s right up to the 


Ericsson Cup squad.” 
Wollongong City 
councillor, and local 


developer, Joa Cachia is an 
enthusiastic member of the 
consortium. 

He told ABSW the 


IT’S LYSAGHTS 
AGAIN 


really played some good 
football today,” Matias said. 

“Having the week off 
before of first playoff game 
will suit me just fine. I feel 
we will perform really well 
in the top five series.” 

Steve Krishna, Victor 
Constabile and Shane 
Williams scored for 
Lysaghts. 

Meanwhile, Bulli came 
from behind to beat 
Northem, who had a chance 
of finishing in fifth place. 

Warren Baker (pen), 
Adam Hammersley, Damian 
Counter and replacement 
Craig Ash scored for Bulli, 
with Declan Dowd replying 
for Northern, 

At Wetherall Park, Port 
Kembla had two players sent 
off by referee Bob 
Mazevski; they lost 5-2 to 
Dapto and missed out on the 
top five. 

Goalkeeper Dean 
Hasselhurst was shown the 
red card just before halftime, 
for a professional foul on 
Matt Borg, and defender 
Robbie Cazolli was also 
ordered off just before the 
end. 

It was his first game back 
from a two-game suspension 
after being sent off against 
Cringila. The Dapto 
goalscorers were David 
Spencer (2), Bobby Brodie, 
Paul Tutureski and a Jock 
Morlando own goal, while 
Robaard and Justyn Roberts 
replied for Port Kembla. 

In other games, 
Wollongong White Eagles 
and Coniston drew 2-2 and 
Hs beat West-Figtree 


"That meant West-Figtree 
went through the season 
without a win —with just 
two points from two draws. 
Coach Chris Dunleavy is still 
keen to stay on next season 
whether they are relegated or 


members were keen to develop 
the South Coast’s only 
Ericsson Cup side into one of 
the top teams in Australia. 

“The Wolves have survived 
on a small budget since they 
were admitted to the league in 
1981, but now is the time for 
an exciting new era,” Cachia 
said. 

“When I first discussed this 
with Brian Hastings, I was 
confident people would 
support it. Iam confident we 
will get 20 ‘on side’ by the 
time the AGM is held. 

“These people desperately 
‘want to see the game go ahead 
in Wollongong,” 

Cachia added that he didn’t 
believe the club would survive 
under the present set-up. He 
has already proved to be a 
strong supporter of the club by 
ploughing $70,000 in cash and 
materials to develop two 
Wolves junior grounds at 
Brandon 

In their 17 years as part of 
the national _ league, 
Wollongong Wolves have won 
the minor premiership once 
(1988) and made the playoffs 
four times. Could this be the 
start of a new era for the 
Wolves? 


not. In the White Eagles- 
Coniston game, Eagles 
defender Goran Trajceski 
missed a penalty, knocking 
the ball wide of the target. 


O9OOO 


CRINGILA striker Zvonko 
Usljebrka has failed in his 
appeal against a 12-match 
ban for head-butting. 
Usljebrka went to the ISA 
appeals board last week after 
the judiciary suspended him 
on this charge, which 
occurred against Northern 
United defender Jason 
Wenig in a recent premier 
league game, At the hearing, 
the player denied the charge. 

Tt was the second time he 
has been sent off this season. 
His first red card was for the 
same offence, against Bulli, 
and he was duly suspended 
for six games. 

Kemblawarra striker, 
Tony Ekuloyski, also went 
before the appeals board 
after being suspended for 
three games as a result of 
being red carded in a first 
division game — theboard 
rejected his appeal. 

Kemblawarra have been 
placed on a $1000 good 
behaviour bond by the ISA, 
when their spectators were 
involved in an ugly incident 
after the recent first division 
game against Woonona. 

Referee Mick Agim 
disallowed a Kemblawarra 
goal and Woonona won the 
game 4-3. Agim and his 
linesmen were abused and 
threatened as they left the 
field. 

The ISA ruled 
Kemblawarra must provide 
ten officials with coloured 
bibs for future games. 
District officials told the 
offending club that they did a 
good job of protecting the 
referee and his linesmen, 


Last Club Kae For 
K.B.United. 


Position: 
Attacking left back. 
lickname: 


Katrina-two son De Dean 25 and Stephen 22, 
Current Occupat mM 
pert Aspect Or Your Game Then: Vision, pace a 


courage. 
Most Difficult Opponent: Joey Watson. 
Most impressive Local Player Today: Ante Millicic. 
Most impressive Local Player In Your Days:Johnny 
Watkiss, Peter Wilson, Kenny Boden, Ray 
and Joey Watson. ~ 
Most Impressive Australian At The '74 W.C Finals: 
Peter Wilson and Jimmy Rooney. 
Favourite Overseas Player: 
Ravenelli. % 
Favourite Overseas Club: lanchester United. 
‘What Qualities Make a Good Coach: Must respect 
all his players. 
What Would You Have Liked! Changed Leading Up 
To Going To The World Cup Finals Back In'74: Far 
more warm-up matches to have been arranged for 
us before going into West Germany, 
Honours: | Northern NSW state squads and 82 caps 
for Australia. 
Special Advice To Soccer Australia In Assisting 
Our Current National Team To Qualify For France 
‘98 World Cup Finals: They must very quickly 
organise warm-up matches before the two, 
qualifiers against the Asian side on November 22 
and 29 
Most Memorable Moments Pi: 
The '74 World Cup Finals of colirsé and beating 
Uruguay 2-0 in Sydney and the 0-0 draw in 
Melbourne. 
Hobbies Outsicle Soccer: F 
Best Goal You's ve Seen Scoret 
Fai 
Favourite Drink: 
Car You Drive Today 


al John Wayne's Westerns. 

Favourite Actor/Actres: John Wayne, 

Pop tunes. 

Favourite Comedian: Benny Hill. 

Pet Hates: Big mouthed people at Soccer hes, 

‘Special Advice To Young Players: Usten'very 
carefully to all your coaches. 

eter 


Person You Would Most Like To Meet: 
Wilson-again. 


WA PREMIER LEAGUE — Round 25 


Spearwood Dalmatinac’ 4 Daniella White Eagles 1 
Olympic Kingsway 0 Inglewood Falcons =O 
Stirling Macedonia 1 Joondalup City 2 
Freemantle City 5 Swanic 4 
Bayswater City Panthers 1 Western Knights 2 
FIRST DIVISION 
Rockingham City 0 
Ashfield Bunbury 0 
Bassenden Caledonian 2 
Cockburn Utd 5 Wanneroo City 4 
Armadale Sc, 3 Leeming Strikers a 
Southside Utd 4 Balaga 2 
University 2 Stirling Suns 4 


QUEENSLAND 


WYNNUM — 2 TARINGA ROVERS 4 
SCORERS: WYNNUM: Wood, Filewood. 
-TARINGA: Hutchison 


(report on page 10) 
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NSW Waratah Cup 


By DAVID COOPER 


MIDWEEK SPECIAL ... 


Di: Waratah Cup 
champions Sydney 
United survived to make the 
next round after narrowly 
beating arch-rivals 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1-0. 

Young midfield star, Jason 
Culina, scored the only goal 
of the game in the second 
half, which earned United 
second spot in the group 
behind surprise winners 
Bankstown City. 

United, who have won the 


cup in the past two years, 
were evenly matched by 
Bonnyrigg who were seeking 
only @ draw to advance into 
the quarters. 

Bankstown had little 
trouble in ensuring their 
position at the top of the 
group with a 3-1 win over Mt 
Prichard. 

The First — Division 
Mounties stunned the Lions 
players and supporters in just 
the second minute with 


Michael Hartas heading home. 
But Steve Eagleton’ 
spectacular equaliser ten 
minutes later put the Lions 
back on track. 

Eagleton swooped on a 
mistimed header, and hit a 
scorching 35 yard volley 
which flew over a stranded 
Dragan Pupovac into the top 
left comer. 

Bankstown dominated from 
then on, with Robert Gomez 
and Bobby Zafirov wasting 


easy chances soon afterwards. 

Gomez atoned though in 
the 33rd minute, placing his 
free kick past the wall with 
Pupovac unable to react in 
time. 

Michael Hawrysiuk, 
destroyer of United last 
Wednesday, came up with a 
fabulous free kick of his own. 
With the kick on the left about 
25 metres out, Hawrysiuk 
changed direction on his 
approach, hitting it with the 
outside of his foot and 
sneaking in at Pupovac’s near 

st. 

Bankstown, knowing that a 
win was enough for top spot, 
eased off in the second half 
with the score remaining the 
same. 


S~ Dimosk has struck 
early season scoring 
form with a further two 
goals in Wollongong City’s 
6-0 romp over University of 
NSW at Brandon Park. 

Dimoski has scored five 
goals in the three Round Six 
pool games and is shaping as 
the key figure in the Wolves 
chase for success. 


They will go into next 
week's quarter final against 
Sydney United full of 
confidence and determined to 


win, 

Although — everybody 
expected Wollongong to win, 
University played with 
plenty of spirit early on. But 
once the Ericsson Cup side 
went ahead after 20 minutes 


they always looked in control 
and likely to score. 

Alvin. Ceccoli, Scott 
Chipperfield, Neil Harlock 
and Noel Spencer added their 
names to the scorers list. 

‘The feature match of this 
group was between Central 
Coast and First Division 
Premiers Hurstville City. 

In a major upset, 


1S BACK! 


hris Kalantzis marked 

his first goal for UTS 
Olympic since his return 
to Australia, as his side 
beat a competitive but 
outclassed Stanmore 
Hawks 6-1, 

‘After an even beginning 
Kalantzis picked up a free 
kick before firing low and 
hard inside the right hand 
post, 


Derek Poimer made it two 
after 32 minutes, while 
Kimon Taliadoros made it 
three five minutes later. 

Con Anagnostopoulos 
scored a goal just before the 
break to get Stanmore back 
into the game and despite 
concerted efforts in the 
second half, the Hawks 
found George Bouhoutsos in 
good form for Olympic. 


He produced two 
outstanding saves from 
Hawks playmaker Eddie 
Briscoe, who looked certain 
to score, while Nick Carle, 
Walter Ardone and Poimer 
added further goals in the 
second half for Olympic. 

Canterbury Marrickville 
scored their second win over 
an Ericsson Cup opponent, 
with a 1-0 win over Novell 


WARATAH CUP MIDWEEK 


ROUND 6 — GAME 3 — GROUP A" 


GROUP C 


Sydney United 
JCulina 


Bankstown Lions 3 Mt Pritchard: 1 


4 Bonnyrigg WE 0 


Wollongong City 6 UniofNSW 0 
Dimoski (2), Ceccoli, 
ChipperfieldsHarlock, 


Eagleton, Gomez, —_Hartas Spencer 
Hawrysiuk Central Coast 4 HitvilleMino 2 
PW.DL F APts | Bym mmandez, 
Bankstown City. 3-254.0 7 17 rt Mihaljevic 
Sydney United 32019 3.6 : ee 
Bonnyrigg WE at 1644 PWODLF APts 
Mt Pritchard 3.003 4140 | Wollongongcity 33001019 
grou ie, 
GROUP 8 entral os 
Marconi Fairfield 2 N'castie Top ~4 rs 
Zori¢, Renaud Souris (09), University of NSW 3.0 0 3 1 13 0. 
Wilson, Zane, GROUP D 1 
“McGuire UTS Olympic 6 S'more Hawks 1 
Blacktown city 3 Canolympic . 1 | Poimer (2), Kalantzis, Anagnostopoulos 
Berry, Harding, Zwambogni Taliadoros, Carle, 
Foxe : - Ardone 


Hantzis 77 é 

= e 
Cibury M’kville 3 
uTsOiympic 3 
Canberra Cosmos 3 
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Hurstville capitalised on the 
Coasties inadequacies in 
front of goal to post a 2-1 
victory and grab second spot 
in the group. 

Hurstville simply 
outplayed their more fancied 
rivals and deserved the step 
into the next round. Goals 
from Dario Fernandez and 
Tony  Mihaljevic _ put 
Hurstville two up but Ricky 
Somboli's sending off 
allowed the home side back 
into the game. Nathan Byrn 
pulled a goal back for the 
Coasties but it was to no 
avail as the Minotaurs held 
on. 
Canberra Cosmos at 
Brandon Park. 

Inspirational captain 
Spiro Hantzis scored the 
decisive goal which kept his 
side at the top of the 
standings in Group D, a 
point ahead of Olympi 


yor 


night at the 

Marconi stadium, the 
home side struggled before 
eventually knocking out a 
gallant and  luckless 
Canberra Olympic 3-1 in 
the quarter-finals of the 
rich Waratah Cup. 

Despite the solid scoreline, 
the Stallions’ win was far 
from convincing, with the 
recent ACT Grand Final 
Champions putting up a great 
fight — refusing to yield to 
fatigue, despite this being 
their fourth match in just 
eight days. 

‘Marconi’s ball-playing 
midfielder, Vlado Zoric, 
‘opened the score in the 20th 
minute; a glancing header that 
ricocheted in off the post 
following a fine cross by 
midfielder Christian Care. 

Five minutes from the 
break a defiant Canberra 
Olympic stung back to level 
the scoreline. Left midfielder, 
Njegosh Popovic, elegantly 
danced around two defenders 
before hammering home in 


Kosmina, 
Australia’s former 
World Cup captain, 
now coach of the exciting 
Neweastle Breakers, guided 
his side to their third 
consecutive win in the 
Waratah Cup. Following 
their 2-4 victory over 
Marconi last Wednesday 
night, the Breakers are now 
steaming ahead for the Cup 
and $50,000 cash prize. 

Newcastle’s industrious 
midfield of Glen Sprod, Troy 
Halpin, Peter Ritchie and 
Mark Wilson were all faster to 
the ball, and hungrily closed 
down their opponents, And 
Kosmina was courageous 
enough to entrust 18 year old 
Brad Swancott with the gloves 
between the posts. 

Within 38 minutes the 
mobile young Novocastrians 
had racked up a 0-2 lead. A 
Troy Halpin cross from the 
right in the 31st minute was 
deflected by Marconi 
defender, Paul Souris, into his 
own net and seven minutes 
later a cross from the right 
was chested down by lanky 
striker Clayton Zane — laid 
back for Peter Ritchie — who 
nailed the target from close 
range 

Eight minutes after the 
break Marconi’s midfielder 
Vlado Zoric pulled back a 
goal, cracking a stinging low 


the bottom left comer. 

Three minutes after the 
break the home side regained 
their lead. Defender Luke 
Casserly struck a sweet 
outswinging free kick from 
20 metres thal cleared the 
‘wall’ and sailed into the top 
left comer. 

But still the courageous 
Canberra Olympic threw 
themselves forward as their 
industrious and most skilful 
midfield trio of Vic 
Femandez, Gabi Exposito and 
Popovic weaved their way 
through time after time 

Olympic’s twin centre- 
backs of Andrew Young and 
Peter Mazis stood firm, 
together with coach and 
‘screener’ Ray Junna. 

Yet luck deserted the 
capable Canberrans. First, 
striker Marcello Fernandez 
watched in despair as his 57th 
minute drive was kicked off 
the goal-line by Brad 
Maloney, And six minutes 
later another Canberra shot 
was blasted off the Marconi 
line, this time by left wing- 
back Brendan Renaud. 

At the other end, some 


John Kosmina: Building 


a young championship 
contender. 


free kick through Newcastle's 
defensive wall that ricocheted 
and flashed inside the right 


post. 

The Breakers punished 
Marconi two minutes later 
when the skilled marksman, 
Clayton Zane, thumped a 
powerful cracking drive from 
the right that flew through the 
gloves of Marconi’s trialling 
goalkeeper from Adelaide, 
Edward Scalzi. 

Newcastle's substitute 
Liam McGuire made it 1-4 in 
the 68th — heading in a cross 
from the right, while 
Marconi’s substitute Brendan 
Renaud completed the scoring 
in the 71st with another 


D BY MARCONI 


excellent saves were made by 
Canberra Olympic’s former 
Marconi goalkeeper, Paul 
Jones, 

Halftime Stallions 
substitute, Luke Tomich, 
trebled the scoreline in the 
62nd minute, back-heading a 
Maloney corner into the net. 

Canberra's industrious 33 
year old player-coach, Ray 
Junna, stated after the game: 
“That was our fourth game in 
eight days and we only train 
twice a week 80 
understandably we got slower 
on the ball as the game went 
on. With many of the 
Marconi players vying for 
spots in their team it was not 
too disappointing a 
performance from us, 1 must 
thank the NSW Soccer 
Federation for inviting us to 
this Cup, giving us a taste of 
NSL football.” 

Meanwhile Zoran Matic 
would only comment in these 
terms: “It is far too early to 
say anything except that our 
performance is far from what 
I want and my players must 
learn quickly the way I want 
to play.” 


Swancott, West, Austin, 
Pryce, McManus, Sprod 
(Edwards), Ritchie 
{Lane}, Halpin, Wilson, 
ae Bennett (McGuire 


46). d 
SCORERS: BREAKERS: 
{Souris 3109), Rene 
(38), Zane (55), McGuire 
(68) 
I; Zoric (53), 
(74) 
$.Micallef. 
header, this time from a Brad 
Maloney cross. 

A reserved Kosmina stated 
after the match: “ I think we 
totally dominated them in the 
entire first session, but we still 
have a long way to go. All the 
boys played well and we still 
have Matt Lowe, a talented 
boy from the Central Coast, to 
come into the side,” 

Meanwhile Marconi’s new 
boss Zoran Matic, who fielded 
four new players from last 
season’s successful youth 
squad, lamented with a rare 
smile: “It’s going to be a long 
hot summer. We have much 


more work to do and I need 
fighters to do the job.” 


BRAVE CANBERRA OLYMPIC 


Care, S.Bablo, A 


Canberra Olympi 

Jones, 2wangabani, 

| Young, Mazis, Van 
anzetti, V.Fermal 


0 


NSW Waratah Cup 
WEEKEND REPORTS... 


WOLVES ON A 


By David Cooper 
ollongong City Wolves 
served notice they will 
be hard to beat in this 
year’s Waratah Cup with a 
3-2 win over defending 
champions Sydney United 
at Gabbie Stadium. 

After three relatively easy 
group matches, United were 
to be Wolves first big 
obstacle, but in the end the 
South Coast outfit proved 
worthy winners, 

Architect of the win was. 
young forward Scotty 
Chipperfield, who scored two 
goals and had a hand in the 
other, 

He opened the scoring in 
the 11th minute, heading 
home from Saso Dimoski’s 
back header after United 
failed to clear a Neil Harlock 
cross. 

Dimoski nearly made it 
two when he beat United 
keeper John Perosh to the 
bouncing ball, but his lob 
sailed narrowly over the 
crossbar, 

Five minutes after the 
break, Jacob Burns made up 
for profligate finishing when 
he started and finished 
United’s equaliser. With a 
terrific defence splitting pass, 
he put Nick Bosevski clear, 
who in tun off loaded to 
Abbas Saad who shot 
powerfully — Wolves keeper 
Brett Hughes couldn’t hold 


the shot — and Burs scored 
easily from close range. 

However, Wollongong 
were soon back in front when 
Chipperfield raced clear. As 
he got near the goal his shot 
went astray but Michael Reda 
crossed back into the middle 
for Dimoski to head past 
Perosh. 

Eight minutes later 
Chipperfield made it 3-1, 
when he pounced on an awful 
blunder between Perosh and 
Kupresak to walk the ball into 
an empty net, 

United came home strong 
and pulled a goal back with 
ten minutes to go through the 
tough Paul Bilokapic, but 
Wolves hung on for a well 
deserved win. 

Their coach, Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, was not 
getting carried away with the 
victory: “It was a good win 
and we will take a lot away 
from that game but there is 
still a fair way to go. We are 
playing fairly well at present 
and Marconi will prove a 
tough, but beatable, opponent 
in the semis.” 


Lions Do 
It Easy 


BANKSTOWN CITY lions 
progressed to the semi finals 
with a relatively comfortable 
3-1 win over Hurstville City 


Division Four Finals Series 
Preliminary Final Seconds 


Sydney University. 2 Maroubra United i 


DIVISION FIVE FINALS SERIES 


Preliminary Final Firsts 
4. Holy Cross 

'. Preliminary Final 2nds 
Camden Tigers 4 Holy Cross. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE FINAL SERIES 


Grand Final 6/43 
Leichhardt Tigers 4 St. George 
; Grand Final 6/14 
AC United 4 Leichhardt Tigers» 
Grand Final G/15 z 
Leichhardt Tigers 1. Penrith Panthers” 
- Grand Final 6/16 
Southem Branch » 3. Leichhardt Tigers 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE FINAL SERIES 
shah i a Grand Ge ae ie 
uther ire 
me Grand Final 4 
1 Gladesville Horns! 
i Final G/45 ~ 
Southern District 


Bossy, 


Sydney Olympic: 


Breit Emerton: 
Should give the 
Lions’ defence 
ahard time... 
if he's notin 
France, 


rf 
ay 
fa] 


Minotaurs, in the early game, 
at Gabbie Stadium. 

All the scoring came in the 
first half as the Lions asserted 
their authority early before 
scoring two late goals, 

Gun striker, Michael 
Hawrysuik, capitalised on the 
early Lions pressure by 
scoring in the eighth minute, 
when he met a cross from the 
right to slot home his shot 


Last time these two met in 
a Waratah Cup match was the 
1994 Final, and Bankstown 
caused a major upset beating 
Olympic 2-1 at Marconi 
Stadium in front of 5,000 
fans. 
Lions are playing some 
good football at the moment, 
with a set game plan that is 
proving very effective. 

Olympic are still trying to 


from around the penalty spot. gel together, and last 
Five minutes later weekend's penalty shootout 
Minotaurs were awarded a win over the in-form 


contentious penalty after a 
Dario Fernandez shot took a 
deflection and, according to 
the referee, hit Damien 
Luksic on the arm; George 
Zabetakis made no mistake 
with his spot kick, 

Zoki Adioski went close to 
restoring the Lions lead but 
his powerful shot from ten known whether Brett Emerton 
metres cannoned against the will be heading overseas. 
post. Olympic’s experience 

Yet in the space of four should get them home but this 
minutes, the Lions took atwo is one that could very well 
goal lead. The first goal came — come down to extra-time. 
in the 35th minute when 
Zafirov found himself free 
just six metres out and he 
flicked it over John Mylonas. 

Four minutes later, Zafirov 
jinked and turned in the box 
with the ball finding Robert 
Gomez on the edge of the 
area and his low shot gave the 
keeper no chance. 

Bankstown should have 
closed the game up in the 


Newcastle was a big 
confidence boost, although 
the Breakers probably had the 
better chances to win the 
match. 

UTS also have a few injury 
problems with goalkeeper 
George Bouhoutsos suffering 
an injury, while it is not 


Wollongong Ci 

Marconi-Pairfield will be out 
to make their first Cup Final 
appearance, 

Wollongong is in terrific 
form so early in the season, 
while Marconi have struggled 
for form so far. 

The Wolves proved too 
strong for defending 
champions Sydney United at 
the Gabbie Stadium, despite 
the closeness of the 3-2 
scoreline. If anything, 
Wollongong probably could 
have had a couple of more 
goals, while it was only when 
they were 3-1 down that 
United mounted any sort of 


second half but squandered 
several easy scoring chances. 

Hurstville, to their credit, 
kept pushing forward but 
found the Lions defence in 
good form. 


Semi 


pressure, which the 
Wollongong boys coped very 

Final well with. 
‘They also had the luxury of 


knowing they beat Marconi 
two weeks ago — with a 
relatively easy 3-0 win — so 
they will be very confident. 
On form Wollongong is 
the team to beat at the 


Preview 


UTS OLYMPIC may be 
playing the only Super 


aes moment but you can never 

a » But underestimate Matic’s 

itis probably the one club Marconi, who are due for a 
y : good performance. 


BOUHOUTSOS 
OLYMPIC’S HERO 


By JOHN 
ECONOMOS 


espite a shoulder 
njury requiring 
‘hree pain killing 


injections, UTS Olympic’s 
heroic goalkeeper George 
Bouhoutsos bravely stood 
between the posts last 
Sunday at the St George 
Stadium in the Waratah 
Cup Quarter-Finals. His 
courage greatly assisted 
the Sydneysiders in edging 
}) out, on penalties 4-3, a 
plucky Newcastle 
Breakers. 

With keeper Bobby 
Catlin out with a leg injury, 
Bouhoutsos was Herculean; 
making two fines saves 
during normal time, plus 
blocking Peter Ritchie’s 
shot in the penalty shoot- 
out. 

UTS’s stocky striker, 
Derek Poimer, opened the 
score in the 12th minute 
with a brilliant solo goal. 
Gaining possession 25 
metres out he dazzled three 
Breakers defenders before 
driving a rising shot into the 
target. 

Fas as increible though, 
was Newcastle’s equalising 
goal that came on the hour 
mark through substitute Ben 
Lane. He was on the field 
for only 30 seconds when, 
with his first touch of the 
ball, the young Lane 
slammed the ball into the 
net. 

His goal _ injected 
Breakers with much needed 
adrenalin, 

But as Olympic held out 
under this second half 
Newcastle siege, with seven 
minutes to go of normal 
time, it was Lane who 
turned from hero to villain 
with a miss, which 
ultimately, could have won 
the match for Kossie’s boys. 

Exciting defender, Doug 
West, whipped in a high 
cross that cleared 
Bouhoutsos and found Lane 
on the back post, completely 
unmarked and just five 
metres out, however, he 
screwed his placed shot 
wide of the left post to 
deprive Newcastle of certain 
victory., 

During extra time UTS 
strongman, Scott Baillie, 
went wide with a long range 
bomb, as did the skilful 
Troy Halpin for the 
Breakers. 

A disappointed John 
Kosmina observed after the 
game that, “We had enough 
chances to win this match in 
normal time but we didn’t 
take them. We were far too 
sloppy in the first half but 
came good in the second 
half which made me happy.” 

Meanwhile Olympic’s 
coach Geoff Harcombe 
reflected succinctly: “It was 
a hard fought game in most 
difficult conditions with a 
bumpy pitch and a gale 
blowing.” 


George Bouhautsos’ jy. 


UTS Olympic; 
Bouhoutsos, Tsekenis 
(Rastall 112), Baillie, 
Juric, Tomaa, Emerton, 
Hristodoulou, Ardone, 
Kalantzis (N, Carle 68), 
Bayhan (L. Carle 109), 
Poimer 

Newcastle 
Breakers: Baker, 
West, Austin, Pryce, 
McManus, Sprod 
(Edwards 79), Halpin, 
Ritchie, Wilson 
{ironside 66), Zane” 
(lane 59), McGuire. 
SCORERS: 

Ate OLYMPIC: Poimer 
(12) 


BREAKERS: Lane (60) 
Referee: S. Micallef. 


NSW Soccer 
Federation 
WARATAH CUP 


st r GEORGE STADIUM 


SOCCER Nsw INFORMATION SERVICE 
| 0055 22885 ia cil 
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Tis demeanour of 
Tynan Scope belies the 
gritty determination he has 
to succeed. 

This self-effacing 18-year 
old has just signed a 12 month 
professional contract with 
Coventry City in the English 
Premier League — not that 
you would know it! 

As yet another Australian 
goalkeeper heads overseas, he 
can look back on what he 
describes as “good fortune”. 

When with English club 
Wolverhampton Wanderers, it 
was the return of Hans Segers 
that made him surplus to 
requirements, 

After playing in a trial 
match with Wolves Reserves, 
beating Manchester City 
Reserves 2-1, coach Mark 
McGee spoke to Coventry's 
Gordon Strachan. He duly 
played in a reserve match for 
the Sky Blues, this time 
against Aston Villa, 

Scope saved a penalty in 
their 2-1 win, and was 
immediately taken to see the 
manager and professional 
terms were signed. 

His coach at the A.LS., Paul 
Jones, had no doubts about the 
player’s ability. Neither did ex- 
Socceroo keeper Jimmy 
Frasor, who rates the 
youngster’s potential very 
highly, 

The young Aussie would 
have signed for Wolves, and 
was to be asked, but it now 
appears he could be playing 
top flight football at Highfield 


TYNAN SCOPE — 
ANOTHER GOALIE 
TO ENGLAND 


Road. 

‘As the number three keeper 
to Steve Ogrizovic and 
Swedish international Magnus 
Hedman, he knows he may not 
see first team action for a 
while, but there was a 
possibility of making the subs 
bench last weekend as the 
Swede was sidelined with 
illness. 

However, in claiming the 
number three spot he has kept 
the current England U/18 
keeper out of the spotlight to 
such an extent that the lad 
didn’t return to the club. 

This 64", 90 kilo Aussie 
custodian is thankful to ‘Grand 
Slam International’ for their 
part in placing him overseas 
but, as we all know, without 
the determination and skill, 
you don’t make it in the big 
boy's game, 

He has both attributes in 
abundance, watch out for him 
‘on the ABC on Monday nights, 


In addition: 


TRIALED with Wollongong 
City Wolves in 1995 and 
selected in U/16 Super Youth 
League, finishing a credible 
third, and made the Major 
Semi Finals. Played in State 
Titles in Bathurst finishing 4th, 

Selected for NSW Country 
in the National Titles at 
Parklea, was given the Vice 
captain's job. Coached by 
Allan Bourke and managed by 


Tynan Sco; 
follows: 


1987 U/8 —Bradbury Ambarvale 

1988 U/8 —Bradbury Ambarvale 

1989 U/10 —Bradbury Ambarvale 

1990 U/11_ —Campbelitown R.S.L. 3rd 
Division Champions 

1991/12 —Bradbury Ambarvale 2nd 
Division Champions 

1992 U/13 —Ingleburn Eagles 

1993 U/14 —Macarthur Rams Youth 

League 

1994/15 —Macarthur Rams Youth 

League: 

1995 U/16 —Wollongong City Wolves 


TOPPER 


BILL SURES, 4{¥a BILL TURNER CUP 


oe gS 


BILL TURNER CUP 


career details are as 


Super Youth League 
Wollongong Diocesan U/17 School 
__ Representative i 
Country State Representative 


ge). 
After the National Titles, 


Ron Jackson. 


four goalkeepers were invited 


Was invited to the 


to trial for a position with the 


Australian Institute of Sport in 


A.LS. in late October under the 


August 1995 for two days by 
Mike Milovanoyic (second in 


eye of Mike Milovanovic and 
Paul Jones, and was offered a 


By GLENN DAVIS 
born coach George 

Cowie repaid his club’s 
loyalty when he guided 
Wynnum to an upset 2-1 win 
over Taringa Rovers in the 
Queensland Cup Final at 
Perry park on Saturday 
night, 

Cowie offered _ his 
resignation to Wynnum’s 
board of directors after a 
disastrous start to the XXXX 
League season, when the 
Wolves lost their first nine 
matches. 

Under normal 
circumstances most clubs 
would have accepted Cowie’s 
decision to quit, but the 
Wynnum committee stuck with 
him for the remainder of the 
season. 

“] offered to resign after we 
lost our first nine games or 
even step aside,” a jubilant 
Cowie said. 

“Ttold the committee that if 
they had someone better in 
mind then fine, I had no 
problems with it.” 

He agreed Taringa were 


easily the better football side 
on the night, after dominating 
possession, but believed 
Wynnum had ‘more 
commitment. 

“They played better football 
than us and put us under a lot 
of pressure,” he said. = 

“Although they had more of 
the ball, they didn’t penetrate 
us, 

Unlike the dour struggle 
most Cup Finals develop into, 
this game was played at a 
hectic pace from the opening 
whistle to the last, in a wave of 
end-to-end football. 

Taringa dominated in the 
early minutes, but lady luck 
did not fall their way when a 
Danny Stowers cross floated 
into the box just out of reach of 
striker Ian Hutchinson. 

Against the run of play 
Wynnum struck an early blow 
on 11 minutes. Rugged striker, 
Geoff Maltby, playing in his 
last game for the club 
following a job transfer to 
Mackay in North Queensland, 
set up Wolves for a shock 1-0 
lead. 


Maltby shrugged off several 


Taringa defenders in a 30 
metre solo run, but when he 
was finally dispossessed, it fll 
for Ben Wood to strike a 
blistering 25 metre shot into 
the roof of the net. 

Rovers almost drew level 
just after the half hour when 
striker Glen Kolpak pivoted on 
the edge of the box before 
striking his shot just wide. 

The equaliser for Taringa 
came shortly after halftime, 
when dynamic young 
midfielder Danny Invincible 
blasted a shot into a congested 
goalmouth — which enabled 
Hutchinson to pounce — 


12 month Scholarship at 
Australian Institute of Sport in 
Canberra. 

From here he went to the 
UK for trials and the rest, we 
hope, is history. 


tucking the ball past Wynnum 
keeper Peter Underhill. 

Rovers had several near 
misses soon after but the 
momentum swung back 
Wynnum’s way on 73 minutes. 
Replacement striker, Owen 
Filewood, bravely headed a 
low cross off the boot of a 
Taringa defender past keeper 
Scott Higgins. 

Rovers, who were chasing 
their last chance of glory after 
being rated unlucky not to win 
both the Premiership and 
Grand final, unleashed wave 
after wave of attacks but were 
narrowly off target with five 
shots in the final ten minutes. 

In the end it was a superb 
effort by Wynnum and their 
coach, the never-say-die 


George Cowie. 


FINAL SERIES - at EDGEWORTH 


SEMI FINALS 


WESTFIELDS .... 
Berbie (2), Carney 
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By! DANE SKAFTE 


Wisitees Sports High 
won the Topper Bill 


Turner Cup Tournament 
with an outstanding 3-0 
victory over Narrabeen 
Sports High last Tuesday 
night at Jack McLaughlan 
Oval, Edgeworth, The 
opening ten minutes of the 
match provided entertaining 
and fast football, 

Westfields were very 
organised at the back, both 
sides had poor finishing near 
the goal area which kept the 
scores locked at 0-0 at the half 
time break. 

Westfields opened the 
scoring straight afier the break 
when a low hard shot by 
Luciano Berbis beat the 
diving keeper Andrew Barton. 

Four minutes _ later 
Westfield made it 2-0 after 
some good build-up work by 
striker Shane Casdell-Sheriff, 
who knocked a ball to Berbis 
who scored his second goal. 

‘The score could have been 
much higher but good defence 
by Narrabeen defender Nick 
Vasili and Barton kept the 
score reasonable. With ten 
minutes of the match 
remaining Westfields made it 
3-0 when David Carney beat 
several defenders to knock the 
ball home. 


‘estfields Sports High 

School showed why 
they were tagged 
‘favourites’ to win the 1997 
Topper Bill Turner Cup 
when they dominated 
Townsville’s, Kirwan State 
High 4-1 in the first Semi 
Final. 

From the kick off 
Westfields were too fast and 
skilful for the gallant 
Queenslanders, notching a 
three goal buffer by half time, 

Wesifields were running 
into open spaces at will and 
their cleverly lofted crosses 
from the wings gave the 
Kirwan defence, and 
goalkeeper Keiran Rowland, a 
tough night. 

‘The beautiful surface of the 
Edgeworth Eagles Soccer 
Ground made for stylish 
football and Westfields knew 
how to use it. Not that Kirwan 
didn't display some deft skills 
throughout the game, but they 
appeared to lose out by the 
time they reached Westfields’ 

ty area, 

The Sydneysiders gained a 
fourth goal early in the second 
half, but Kirwan restored 
some pride with a good goal 
Tater in the match. 

Ina team of champions on 
the night, Shane Cansdell- 
Sherriff, Christiano Lima and 
Luciano Berbis caught the eye 
for Westfields; while 
Kirwan’s Chris Marks, 


Westfelds Tee Allan 

Booth, said after the match he 
was happy with his side’s 
performance. 
“We turned the game 
around in the first ten minutes 
of the second half, The boys 
worked very hard for this 
match,” Booth said. 

“Our Quarter Final match 
against Kadina was the 
hardest game we played all 
year,” he concluded. 

Narrabeen’s coach Greg 
Purcell said his side didn’t 
play as well in the Semi 
Finals, 

“The boys gave everything 
they had tonight and [ 
couldn't fault them, We were 
beaten by the better side on 
the night,” Purcell said. 

“Hopefully we will be a lot 


stronger next year,” he said, 
toooe 


3rd and 


4th Play 
Offs 


KIRWAN State High from 
Queensland finished in third 
place after defeating Kaleen 
High from ACT 2-0 for the 
third and fourth play-offs, 


WESTFIELDS PROVE 
‘FAVOURITES’ TAG 


Westfields Sports High 
(NSW) 4 
(Martin 2, Lima, Berbis) 
Kirwan State High 
(QLD) 1 


(Pozzebon) 
Referee: James Lewis 


Dominic Pozzebon and Daniel 
Airens gave everything. 
Midway through the 


second spell Westfields’ 
specialist coach, Kelly Cross, 
had the luxury of subbing a 
number of his top players. 


PPHOO 


A TOUGH 
SEMI FINAL 
TO WIN 


THE SECOND Semi Final of 
the 1997 Topper Bill Turner 
Cup Semi Final matches was 
a surprisingly physical 
encounter, Much of this can 
be attributed to the fact that 
while both school sides 
possessed excellent skills, 
their ‘close marking’ brought 
about many fouls. 

Sydney’s Narrabeen Sports 


Kirwan cam the scoring 
in the fourth minute when 
Dominic Pozzebon knocked a 
Well timed shot from the edge 
of the area. 

Kirwan's striker Mark 
Bradley had the best 
opportunity to push his side 
further ahead, but his 
powerful shot hit the 
woodwork. 

With ten minutes 
remaining Kaleen should have 
levelled the scores after a 
dazzling run by Stephen 
Kemp from the halfway, 
however, he could only watch 
his shot go towering over the 
bar, 

Kirwan held onto their 1-0 
lead at the break. Kaleen came 
out very determined in the 
second half and displayed 
some good quality football 
with the combination of Kemp 
and Dean Bailie looking very 
dangerous near the goal area, 

In the dying minutes of the 
match Kirwan sealed the 
game with their second goal 
after an accurate cross by 
Daniel Airens gave the keeper 
no chance, 


CHOOO 


THE STAR PLAYER 
AWARD was won by Stephen 
Pan from Kaleen High 
(ACT) 


High scored a goal in each 
half to reach their first final in 
this competition against a very 
competitive Kaleen High: 
School from the ACT. 

A number of attacking 
moyements broke down when 
the referee, Phil Ryan, was 
compelled to blow for free 
Kicks, Both sides were skilful 
and showed spectators their 
obvious potential. 

However, Armied 
Shadmaan, from Kaleen, who 
was in the running for the 
‘Star Player’ award, had to 
miss out on the Play-Off for 
third against Kirwan 
following a second bookable 
offence, 

For Narrabeen Nick Vasili, 
Adam Montelione and 
Matthew Corfe had strong 
games. For Kaleen, Clinton 
Larfield and Stephen Kemp 
played top football. 

Also for Kaleen, and for 
ACT Women’s Soccer, 
Katrina Staniforth showed 
class and featured in the 
night's Star Player points. She 
‘was certainly not out of place 
in this Semi Final, 


Narrabeen Sports 
High(NSW) 2 
(Vasili, Corfe) 

Kaleen High (ACT) 0 

Referee: Phil Ryan 
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SUPER LEAGUE FOR SUMMER? 


lhe chances of a 
Canberra team 
competing in the NSW 


Superleague will be 
improyed if the competition 
switches to a summer 


format, NSW Soccer 
Federation president Peter 
Gray says. 


In Canberra for a meeting 
of state presidents, Gray 
reyealed that the question of 
summer Soccer for the 
Superleague is now under 
active consideration, with a 
final decision just weeks 
away. 

“The standard of our 
Football is high, but we are 
not pulling the crowds during 
the winter,” Gray said. “The 
clubs approached us and said 
their research showed that 
playing in Summer would 
double the gates ... you can’t 
walk away from that. 

“A committee is studying 
the ramifications, and a 
recommendation will go to the 
board, If it's favourable we'll 
get our marketing people to 
look at it with the aim of 
Kicking off in October, 1998.” 

Gray said that the change 
would present the opportunity 
of introducing a more 
broadly-based competition, 
“in which case we would look 
at bringing in teams from 
places like Newcastle, 
Canberra and Bathurst.” 

He stressed however that a 
Superleague application 


rian Glanville, one of the 
most respected football 
journalists in the world and 
regular writer for World 
Soccer, has just published his 
100 greatest footballers of all 
time, in The Times 
newspaper. 

His number one is no 
surprise to anyone — Pele, of 
course, and it makes you 
wonder whether any footballer 
will ever dethrone him? In 
fact, the question really should 
be, will any footballer ever be 
allowed to become greater than 
Pele, a player who was more or 
less left in peace by the media, 
compared to today’s 
superstars, 

You only haye to look at 
Ronaldo and see what money 
and publicity are in danger of 
doing to the stability of a 
player's career, 

The others in the top 20 are; 
2-Alfredo Di Stefano 
(Argentina & Spain/Real 
Madrid, from the 50s); 3- 
Diego Maradona 
(Argentina/Barcelona  & 
Napoli); 4-Johan Cruyif 
(Holland/Ajax & Barcelona, 
from the 70s); 5-Franz 
Beekenbauer (West 
Germany/Bayem Munich from 
the 70s); 6-Stanley Matthews 
(England/Blackpool from the 
40s & 50s); 7-George Best 
(Northern Ireland/Manchester 
United from the 60s); 8-Ferenc 
Puskas (Hungary & 
Spain/Honved & Real Madrid 
from the 50s); 9-Alex James 
(Scotland/Arsenal from the 
30s); 10-Juan Schiaffino 
(Uruguay/Penarol & Roma, 
from the 50s). 


would have to be made by 
Soccer Canberra. “We have 
received no such request since 
1995.” 

He took time out from the 
presidents meeting to watch 
the ACT Premier League 
Grand Final, featuring two 
clubs who might fancy their 
chances in the Superleague — 


Olympic and Canberra 
Deakin, 
Deakin were in the 


competition from 1988 to 
1994, developing talent of the 
calibre of Ned Zelic and 
George Kulscar in the process, 
Tt made the top-five play-offs 
in all but one season. 

Olympic ran a team there in 
1987 and before that for 
several seasons in the national 


league. 

Other likely contenders are 
Canberra City — the ACT's 
original entry in the national 
league, and Belconnen United, 
with little experience beyond 
Canberra, but with plans to 
build a modern stadium in the 
suburb of McKellar. 

The other possibility is an 
entry from the ACT's 
representative side, the 
Rockets. This would open the 
opportunity of playing at a 
higher level to all those 
players outside the Canberra 
Cosmos, but would also 
present logistical problems if 
the competition were played 
during the summer. 

It might prove difficult to 


There is an Australian 
presence in there of course. 
Ferenc Puskas, the eight 
greatest player ever according 
to Glanville - and some judges 
would place him even higher 
— coached South Melbourne 
to their one and only Ericsson 
Cup title. 

Popped down to the Palace 
last week — no not where that 
famous old girl lives, but down 
to the more common parts of 
‘Sarf’ London, where Kevin 
Muscat and Carl Veart earn a 
crust. I was hoping to catch 
them, as well as John Filan 
guarding the sticks for present 
pacesetters Blackburn Rovers. 
But of course the former St 
George and Wollongong 
custodian has gone and broken 
his arm while saving a certain 
goal against Sheffield 
Wednesday last week. 

What cruel luck! The guy 
spends several seasons 
warming the bench at lowly 
Coventry City, finally he gets 
his big break when former 
Inter Milan boss, Roy 
Hodgson, buys him for the 
1995 Premier Champions and 
puts him straight into the first 
team — then fate strikes. 
When he’s fit again, it'll be 
like Coventry City all over 
again! 

Carl Veart has also had a bit 
of bad luck, in the shape of 
Italian international Attillio 
Lombardo, The former 
Sampdoria and Juventus 
winger has been one of the 
more surprising Italian imports 
during the season - surprising 
that he chose a club like 
Crystal Palace rather than 


set up the administrative and 
coaching structures required at 
a time of the year when the 
Soccer community is focused 
on the Cosmos 

Gray also revealed that the 
exodus to overseas clubs is no 
longer confined to players 
from the first rank, with 
scouts from Asia apparently 
happy to look deep into state 
competitions. 

“In one week recently we 
lost 10 players to Hong Kong 
alone,” he said. 

“One was his club’s third 
choice goalkeeper. He was 
offered $600 a week and 
accommodation in a four-star 
hotel for the season, 

“Can you blame him for 
taking it? Whatever we might 
think about the standard of 
football in Hong Kong, their 
money talks.” 

He predicts the shortage of 
quality players will reach 
crisis proportions unless 
action is taken. 

“That is why we are 
looking at summer Soccer,” 
Gray said. “It is certainly not 
an attempt to go head to head 
with the Ericsson Cup, Of 
course we want to work in 


with them. 
“But anything that 
improves the _ financial 


viability of our clubs — and 
therefore their ability to offer 
a professional set up for the 
players — has to be good for 
the game as a whole.” 
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Chelsea or Liverpool. But 
maybe Steve Coppell is hoping 
to do a Middlesbrough down 
at Selhurst Park — with better 
results hopefully. 

In the re-shuffled line-up, 
Carl seems to be the one who 
has made way for the bald- 
headed flyer. 

So, out of an amazing three 
possible Aussies on view in a 
Premier League match, only 
Kevin Muscat played (and 
then only for 75 minutes) 
when he was substituted, 
Rovers won 2-1 to maintain 
their position at the top of the 
ladder. 

Hoping to get some 
interviews with ‘Aussies Up 
Over’ once my press pass 
business gets sorted out. It's a 
bit different over here and a lot 
harder. 

Everyone reads about all 
that money that’s washing 
around the Premier League 


EA 
A elul report cand: 


third premiership win in five years 
for Olympic. Belconnen United left 
wondering what went wrong after 
seeming unbeatable for most of the 
campaign. The decline and fall of 
‘Tuggeranong United. These were the 
main developments to emerge from the 
1997 ACT Premier League season. 


Olymp' 


ALL ALONG player-coach Ray Junna 
maintained his team was the best in the 
competition when it performed at its best, 
and on the last day of the season the 
players proved his point with the most 
one-sided Grand Final in recent years. 

Following up on wins in 1993 and 
1994, the mainly Greek-backed outfit has 
strengthened its claim to the title of the 
ACT team of the 1990s, and to being the 
area's representative in the NSW 
Superleague should the possibility 
eventuate. 

Many experts claim it as a team on the 
way down, but Junna has managed his 
squad well this year, ensuring that 
talented younger players such as David 
Polywater, Gabbi and Jose Exposito have 
had their taste of Premier League football. 

No club is going to easily lose the 
skills of a player of the calibre of the 
retired Baz Giampaolo, but providing the 
exodus does not spread, Olympic has 
more than enough quality on its staff to 
mount another significant challenge in 
1998. 


Canberra Deakin 


IT IS becoming the familiar Deakin 
story: A painful first few weeks 
gradually gathering momentum 
towards a storming finish that comes 
off the rails in the Grand Final, 

Deakin suffered more than most from 
the pre-season demands of the Canberra 
Cosmos, with goalkeeper Barney Smith, 
midfielder David Milin and striker Peter 
Buljan answering the call at a crucial time 
in the local league. 

It could have been worse, but big 
central defender Mladin Rogic decided to 
stay with local Soccer, and coach John 
Bull appeared to have found some crucial 
answers when he converted youthful twin 
brothers Anthony and Michael Barac into 
the forward line. 

Sadly, its lack of finals experience told 
in the minor Semi Final against Deakin, 
and with early injuries to Rod Vickers 
and top scorer Steve Lazzari to cope with, 
it eventually surrendered tamely. 
xt year’s hopes rest on the club’s 
ability to hang on to some of its best 
players. The Lazzari brothers, Steve and 
Martin, seem set to play out their careers 
there, and generally Creek players have a 
good record of loyalty, Look for the likes 
of Justin Webb and Josh Whittington to 
play increasingly important roles in the 
club's line-up. 


A RISE from the foot of the 
competition to fifth place might be 
considered a more than adequate 
improvement at most clubs, not so for 
Tan Heywood and Monaro who had 


their eyes fixed on at least a play-off 
place e round. 
‘The fact this was not achieved can be 


06 260 4000 Fax; 06 260 4999 


higher rates for mobile/public telephones? 


put down to inconsistency. At times 
Monaro looked the best in the 
competition, at others a very ordinary 
outfit indeed. 

Heywood pulled the 1996 team apart 
for this campaign, with Matthew Cachia 
just about the only survivor. He invested 
heavily in experience, with the oldest 
player in the competition, former 
Canberra City national league star Steve 
Bryant, making regular appearances. 

‘Other players who might be considered 
in the “second half” of their careers are 
Peter Thompson (the first ACT Player of 
the Year back in 1988), Danny Serena, 
and Bruno Monterosso. 

Even if all these decide to call it a day 
— and Bryant at 42 still believes there is 
some fuel left in the tank — Monaro still 
has a solid platform on which to build. 
Club officials would have liked a trophy 
ta go with the 30th anniversary 
celebrations, but are prepared to be 
patient. 


Canberra City 


CANBERRA CITY was in the finals 
race until the last couple of weeks of 
the season, but a weak finish, including 
a goal-less draw with lowly University 
of Canberra, saw an end to its hopes. 

Apart from experienced defender Craig 
Rankine and skilful midfield play-makers 
Joe Campagna and Leo Langone, it is a 
team of few stars, although Pat 
Phommaseissy did enough in the second 
half of the season to be marked out for the 
future. 

The feeling is that the club is a couple 
of good players short of being a finals 
side and that is something coach Oscar 
Langone needs to address in the off- 
season. 

An out-and-out striker (City never 
recovered from the early season loss of 
George Cattanach to Olympic) and 
probably another defender, are likely to 
be at the top of the shopping list, 

Without them, City will be doomed to. 
another mid-table season with only an 
outside hope of scraping a finals place. 


Gungahlin Juvent 


WITH THE players it had at its 

disposal Juventus should have done 

better than seventh place. However 

injuries, and an inability to put away 

goals on a regular basis, finally told 
inst it. 

Coach Vince Magliulo says a goal 
scorer is his priority next season, 
although quite where that rare individual 
will come from remains a mystery. 
Perhaps from within his own club, as 
Juventus’ youth team won one of the 
most exciting under/19 competitions in 


years. 

Joe Gagetti has a mountain of 
experience at the back, and served the 
club well though the season, as did his 
brother, Paul. Oscar Zamora is exciting 
attention, and the club has a Valeri in its 
ranks again — Matt, the son of Walter 
who was the scourge of national league 
defences in the 1970s and 80s. 

With ten Premierships, Juventus is 
comfortably ahead of its rivals in the all- 
time race, but the last of these is now 11 
years distant and there is a restlessness 
‘among the club’s supporters. 

Off the field it must continue to give 
effect to its gradual transition into the 
new town of Gungablin, and begin the 
work leading to an enclosed ground and 
club facilities there. 


° 
Uni of Canberra 
BACK IN the 1980s the university, then 
a college of advanced education, won 
the Federation Cup and a minor 
premiership. Today the players are, in 
tie words of one official, “playing for 
in”. 

After an early flurry the university 
slipped down the table to the place that 
seems to suit it best, far enough from the 
relegation area to be comfortable, but not 
with a sniff of anything better. 

At its best it can be the equal of chibs 
higher in the table, but for most of the 
1997 campaign it was content to plod 
along. Veteran Peter Shaw got a good 
season’s football in defence, Chris 
MacPherson, James Modric and Dominic 
Bartone did enough to suggest they could 
live in better company, but for the most 
part the university boys were content to 
make up the numbers, 

It will be an uneasy summer for 
Queanbeyan City as it watches the 
preparations of State League champion 
Capital City Suns for its newly-won 
Premier League status. 

Like City, the Suns draw their support 
from Queanbeyan; like City the Suns are a 
mostly Macedonian-backed, With Monaro 
making up a trio from the NSW city, it is 
hard to see how all three can survive at the 
top level. , 

Queanbeyan had a miserable season, 
Coaching changes, behind-the-scenes 
upheavals, complaints about the behaviour 
of some of its spectators, and a general 
lack of players of the necessary standard, 
especially in the reserve and youth teams, 
plagued it throughout the campaign, 

Tija Prenzoski was in a class of his own, 
George Apostoloski showed flashes of 
form, goalkeeper Jovan Naumoyski was 
brilliant in one game and desperate, the 
next, Carlos Cuevas, signed from the State 
League, was generally disappointing. 

Always, the complaint was that the 
Suns were to blame, draining off scare 
resources and talent. That situation is 
unlikely to improve in 1998, and with 
Tuggeranong out of the way, City could 
be prime candidate for the drop. 


Tuggeranong United 


HOW ARE the mighty fallen. It was 
only a handful of years ago that 
‘Tuggeranong was winning premierships 
and Federation Cups with regularity. 
Now it faces a season at least in State 
League exile, 

United's problems date back to the 
failure of the early Soccer pioneers in the 
Tuggeranong Valley to establish an 
enclosed ground and licensed facilities. 
Without these sources of revenue, and no 
significant sponsor, the club was always 
going to face the financial mire. 

Added to this is a junior club, 
containing many parent members who see 
junior Soccer as an end in itself and who 
are often indifferent or even hostile to the 
ambitions of the seniors, If United can use 
the time in a lower level of Soccer to 
address these problems, then it will be 
time well spent. 

Pat McCann was United's one player 
who liyed comfortably.at Premier League 
jevel — and when he left for the United 
States at about the two-thirds mark of the 
regular season, all was lost. 

Tuggeranong picked up just one win all 
through the campaign and must now 
rebuild, although the task is so daunting it 
may require more than a single season 
below decks. 


barrel — so what does it cost 
to actually watch your teams 
over here? That is, if you can 
get tickets because some clubs 
like Chelsea are sold out and 
as for Manchester United, 
forget it! 

In fact our old friends 


Crystal Palace are just about 
the cheapest team to watch in 
the Premier — you can sit 
behind the goal there for just 
$20. The next cheapest 
tickets in the League jump up 
to $26 at Bolton, while at 
Blackburn or Chelsea if you 


Wimbledon. 


could get one, you would 
have to shell out $30 to look 
at the goalie’s back - and that, 
is just for what they call a 
‘Grade B’ match - against 
teams like Barnsley or 


Poor old Vinnie, despite 


being almost as famous (or 
infamous) as Dracula, 
nobody’s prepared to pay 
much to watch him. 

Next week, in part two 
read about how British 
commentators handle foreign 
players and coaches' names! 
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outh Melbourne are set 

to team up with Greek 

‘giants Panathinaikos in 
a deal that will see the 
Ericsson Cup team become 
anursery club, 

Panathinaikos are looking 
to the Lakers to develop 
Australian players, to a stage 
where they would be good 
enough for them to sign. 

Nothing is set in concrete 
yet, but Lakers secretary Nick 
Sagiakos was recently in 
Greece to meet with 
representatives of 
Panathinaikos. 

The Greek club are also 
interested in signing four 
South Melbourne players. 

Con Blatsis and Bill 


LAURIE 


LAKERS TO BECOME 
NURSERY? 


Damianos caught the eye of 
Panathinaikos at the recent 
World Youth Championships 
in Malaysia, 

Goalkeeper Michael 
Petkovie is the other player 
being eyed by the club at this 
time. 

The deal could also 
possibly see Panathinaikos in 
Melbourne during the first 
week of July next year for a 
series of pre-season friendlies 
with South Melbourne. 


SCHWAB 


MEMORIAL MATCH 


id 


By DWYGHT TUFFNELL 
elbourne Knights 
halted South 


Melbourne’s pre-season run 
of victories with a 2-1 win 
over the Lakers last 
Saturday night in the Laurie 
Schwab Memorial match, 

The Knights fielded five 
new players with John 
Didulica, brother of 
goalkeeper Joe, impressing at 
stopper. 
Young midfielder, Ante 
Deak, who spent most of last 
season on the bench or in the 
youth team, was the best 
player on the park. 

South Melbourne took the 
ten minutes from the 
ick-off when Bill Damianos 
was on hand to score 
following Ransford Banini’s 
clearing header. 

Tom Pondeljak drew his 
side level just two minutes 
later with a terrific volley into 
the corner of the net from 


Knights: Knezevic 
(Belajich 86), Davidson, 
Banini, John Didulica, 
Jolic, Deak, Marth (Susa 
61), Pondeljak, 
Kovacevic, Kelic/ Colina, 


Lakers: Petkovic, De 
Amicis, Orlic 
(Goutzioulis 57), 
Clarkson, Panopoulos, 
Trimboli, Cureija 
(Coveny 46), Damianos, 
Lozanovski, Baser, 
Liparoti (Blatsis 46). 


Deak’s cross, 

Ivan Kelic, playing against 
his old side, put the Knights in 
front in the 58th minute, 
heading in a Deak corner. 

‘The Lakers squandered the 
chance to equalise after Steve 
Panopoulos, usually very 
reliable from the spot, shot 
feebly into the arms of Vilson 
Knezevic. 


cs 
Ivan Kelic: Scored the winner for Knights against his 


old club. 


Federatio 


Michael Petkovic: Eyed by Panathinaikos. 


By DWYGHT TUFFNELL 


jromotion for next years 
Premier League is set to 
go down to the wire with 
the last round this weekend 
deciding who will go up. 

South Dandenong are 
three points clear at the top, 
but have a difficult away 
game against Kingston City. 

Both Westvale and 
Moorabbin City follow three 
points behind and still in the 
hunt for a promotion place. 

Down at the bottom, 
Maroondah Arrows and 
Broadmeadows City have 
already been relegated. 

In division 2, Ringwood 
City have already been 
promoted but whether or not 
they go up as champions isto 
be finalised this week. 

Altona East are the only 
team that can catch them but 
Oakleigh, in third position, 
can still go up. 

Bell Park will drop to the 
third division and they will 
be joined by either Old 
Scotch Waverley or 
Frankston Pines. 

Cranbourne have won the 
third division and both 
Chelsea and Melbourne City 
can join them in next seasons 
2nd division. 

Banyule City are three 
points clear of the relegation 
zone but still can go down if 
they lose and South Caulfield 
win. Nunawading City were 
relegated long ago. 

Stonnington City are 
champions of the fourth 
division and this week will 


The games that 
matter this 
weekend: 


1ST DIVISION 
Westvale v Richmond, 
Moorabbin City v Lalor 
United, Kingston City v 
South Dandenong. 


2ND DIVISION 
Altona East v Essendon 
Bruns. Royals, 
Mooroolbark v 
Frankston Pines, Old 
Scotch Waverley v 
Regent Bulla, Oakleigh 
vy Altona City, Knox 
City v Ringwood City. 


RD DIVISI 
Nunawading City v 
Banyule City, Geelong v 
South Caulfield, 
Melbourne City y North 
Coburg United, 
Diamond Valley United 
vy Chelsea. 


4TH DIVISION 
Corio y 
Langwarrin, Lalor y 
Stonnington City, 
Williamstown v 
Keysborough. 


see either Keysborough or 
Langwarrin join them in 
promotion. Monbulk will 
drop to the Provisional 
League with both Lalor and 
Corio battling to avoid 
relegation. 
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STATE LEAGUE 


DIVISION I ROUND 26 
Saturday September 20 
Westvale v Richmond 
_| Springvale City v Broadmeadows City 
Northcote City v Doncaster Rovers 
4 Moorabbin City v Lalor United 
Kingston City y South Dandenong 
Maroondah Arrows v Western 
Suburbs 
Westgate v Werribee City 


DIVISION 2 
Saturday September 20 
|Altona East v Essendon Bruns. Royals 
Mooroolbark v Frankston Pines 
Old Scotch Waverley v Regent Bulla 
Oakleigh v Altona City 
Frankston Strikers v Bell Park 
East Richmond v Yarraville/Glen Eira 
Knox City v Ringwood City 


DIVISION 3 
Saturday September 20 
Nunawading City v Banyule City 
Geelong v South Caulfield 
Melbourne City v North Coburg 
United 
Pascoe Vale v Cranbourne 
South Springvale v South Werribee 
Diamond Valley United v Chelsea 
Keilor Park v Fitzroy City 


DIVISION 4 
Saturday September 20 
Moreland City v Seaford United 

Corio v Langwarrin 

Lalor v Stonnington City 
Williamstown v Keysborough 
Sunbury United v Geelong Rangers 
|, Sandringham City v Clifton Hill United 
Monbulk vy Sunshine Heights 


PROVISIONAL 


DIVISION 1 ROUND 25 
Friday September 19 
Knox Park v Mitcham United 


(kick off 8.30pm) 


Saturday September 20 
Endeavour United v Lyndale United 
Doveton v Brandon Park 
Croxton Park v North Sunshine 
Eagles 
Ballarat v Melton e 
South Wantirna v Springvale Condors 
Sunshine Blues v Glenroy 


DIVISION 2 ROUND 22 
Saturday September 20 
Templestowe Eagles v Riversdale. 
Sydenham Park v Berwick City 
Meadow Park v Braeside United 
Keon Park v Brunswick City 
Waverley Wanderers v Hoppers 
Crossing 
South Yarra - bye 


DIVISION 3 — Metro 
Saturday September 20 
Elwood City v Morwell Pegasus 
Ashburton v Uni, of Melb. Blues 

Camberwell Grammar v Monash 

University 
Melbourne University v Dandenong 
Keilor United v Ringwood Rovers 
Newborough/Yallourn - bye 


DIVISION 3 — Nth/West 
Sunday September 21 
Brimbank v Broadmeadows United 

Whittlesea United v Watsonia Hei 
West Preston v Latrobe University 
Somerton City v Mill Park 
Northern United v North Glenroy 
North Reservoir v Darebin United 


DIVISION 3 — Sth/East 
Sunday September 21 
Parkmore v Collingwood City 

Thornbury United v Endeavour Hills 

Noble Park v Flemington Falcons 
Ivanhoe United v Monash City 
Dingley City - bye 
East Kew - bye 


By ROY HAY 
rmer Melbourne 


Knights and North 
Geelong defender, David 
Cervinski, has signed for 
Carlton in the Ericsson Cup 
and starred in his first match 
on Wednesday night against 
Gippsland Falcons. The 
highly respected defender 
was in the thick of the action 
in a three-two win to 
Carlton. He said afterwards, 
“Some of the passages of 
play were brilliant. We hit 
the post four times. It could 
easily have been six or 
seven.” 

The Ericsson Cup new boys 
have signed the twenty-six 
year old to add stability to a 
back-line which will miss club 
skipper and former Socceroo 


‘Alan Hunter for the opening of 
the season. 
Blues coach Eddie 


Krmcevie said, “Cervinski will 
add experience to our defence. 
With Alan Hunter out for six 
or seven weeks there are 
things we have to work on in 
defence.” 

The former Knights 
defender said he was 
becoming stale at Somers 
Street, after winning two 
Ericsson Cup Premierships in 
the last three years. “I needed 
a new challenge and this has 
provided it. I have been treated 
like a king at Carlton and I 
have become a full time player 


as of this week, We train in the 
gym every morning, then 
outdoor at Ipm, so I can be 
home by four o'clock and I 
don’t have to get up for the 
night shift. I have played with 
a lot of the guys at Carlton, 
including Lubo Lapsansky and 
John Markovski, and I get on 
very well with Kresimir 
Marusic and Robert 
Trajkoyski, both from Sydney 
United. Eddie asked me if 1 
had played sweeper and I said 
Thad done a long time ago. So 
he asked me to do that on 
Wednesday, It seemed to 
work, Robert Trajkoyski said 
that was the most comfortable 
he had been in defence, 
because there was always 
something talking to him.” 

Cervinski was vice captain 
at Melbourne Knights and a 
fixture at the heart of its 
defence until the arrival of the 
new coaches Ken Worden and 
Alan Davidson in the close 
season. 

Carlton's new defender said 
he was told he was not in 
Worden’s long term plans, but 
this was denied by Melbourne 
Knights. 

Newly appointed General 
Manager, Sebastian Italia, said 
the club was keen for him to 
get back to full fitness and 
wanted to retain him. A 
difference arose over tactics 
and Cervinski felt it was time 
to move on. He is just coming 
into his prime as a player and 


he could play a big part in 
Carlton's bid for success in the 
Ericsson Cup, a project four 
years in the planning. It is 
understood the Knights 
originally ‘wanted $35,000 for 
Cervinski, but the clubs finally 
settled on $14,000. 

Cervinski’s younger 
brother, Adrian, is about four 
weeks away from restarting 
training for the Knights after 
the recurrence of a foot injury 
incurred during training with 
the Olyroos. 

David Cervinski’s move 
from the Knights has opened a 
gap in defence which may well 
be filled by another Geelong 
player, John Didulica. 
Melbourne Knights skipper 
Andrew Marth confirmed that 
Didulica and Ante Deak were 
outstanding against South 
Melbourne in the Laurie 
Schwab memorial match at the 
weekend. 

Keeper Joe Didulica is 
restarting training with the 
Knights following his bout of 
glandular feyer, while Mijo 
Trupkovic is also in the senior 
squad, 

Staying with the Geelong 
theme, Josip Skoko continues 
to impress for Hajduk Split in 
Croatia, Kris Trajanoyski has 
retumed to Adelaide City after 
trialling in Europe, while 
Steve Horvat waits for a work 
permit before he can put pen 
to paper for West Ham United 
in the English Premier League. 


lhere have been few 

debut seasons as 

vibrant nor as 
passionate as Perth 
Glory’s. While the club 
had a tough initiation to 
the Eriesson Cup, losing 
their opening game 4-1 to 
UTS Olympic, the “new 
boys” quickly found their 
feet on the national stage. 

One tantalising point 
‘separated them from the play- 
offs, now the challenge for the 
upcoming season is to build 
on that success. With the 
country’s biggest crowds 
behind them, the Glory have 
support most sides can only 
dream of. But with that 
support comes a weight of 
expectation. Perth is a city that 
demands success from its 
Sporting teams, and the brief 
taste ‘the Glory’ granted the 
city’s soccer fans last year, 
now must be satisfied, 

But preparations for Perth's 
second year in the Ericsson 
Cup haven't been easy. The 
squad’s been hit by injury, 
Bobby Despotovski with.an 
ankle injury, new signing 
Danny Hay is still having 
groin problems while sweeper 
Vinko Buljubasic’s 
troublesome achilles has again 
flared up. 

Despite the opportunity to 
give his injured players a brief 
Tun in recent practice matches 
against WA state league sides, 
Glory coach, Gary Marocchi, 
has played it safe, 

“T'd like to have everyone 
playing, but even though 
they’re mostly just slight 
injuries, 1 can’t afford to take 
any risks at this stage of the 
season. 

“We should get Danny Hay 
back for next week, I'm pretty 
confident Bobby's injury is 
short term and he should pliy 
as well, We've got a couple of 
weeks to go.” 

‘Those matches though have 
showed up a worrying lack of 
depth for Glory as they head 
into this Ericsson Cup 
campaign, Last year Marocchi 
admitted he was concerned at 
the lack of experienced 
players he had at his disposal 
outside of his first eleven. 
Despite trying to boost their 
playing stocks over the off- 
season, the club’s depth 
remains a lingering problem. 

Perth did add some 
international class to their 
young side by signing former 
Socceroos Ernie Tapai and 
Tony Franken. Also putting 
pen to a Glory contract, Kiwi 
defender Danny Hay, while 
young midfielder Michael 
Garcia has returned home to 
WA after a stint with Novell 
Canberra Cosmos. 

Generally the transfer’ 
market was not kind, despite 
chasing their signatures, Glory 
missed out on such big names 
as Kresmir Marusic, Ante 
Milicic, Kris Trajanovksi and 
David Zdrillic. All this at the 
same time they were losing 
several of last season’s key 
players. 

The departure that has 
grabbed the most attention 
was that of Vas Kalegeracos, 
fot surprising considering his 
talent for the spectacular. 
Winner of last season’s Goal 
of the Year, his combination 
with Bobby Despotovski 

roduced the second most 
lethal strike force in the 
competition, producing a 
return of 26 goals between 
them, only Sydney United's 
Milicic and Zdrillic were more 


prolific.  Kalogeracos’ 
presence will be sadly missed, 
by both teammate and fans 
alike. Despotoyski is now 
without a recognised strike 
partner. Though Gary 
Marocchi is hopeful Sasha 
Markovski, a young striker 
from the Victorian State 
League club Sunshine 
Georgies, could be the answer. 

“He had a neryous start, but 
he'd only just arrived in Perth 
and he did show some good 
touches. We'd like to see a bit 
more of him in our trial next 
week.” 

‘Also England bound was 
former Socceroo keeper 
Robert Zabica. The one time 
Adelaide City custodian didn’t 
make his Glory debut until 
late in the season but, coaxed 
out of the state league, quickly 
showed he hadn’t lost any of 
his skills. Zabica turned in 
some memorable 
performances, his career 
resurrected, he headed to 
Bradford City (who had just 
sold Aussie keeper Mark 
Schwarzer). 

But of all players to leave, 
the departure of Dale Wingell 
is the most disappointing. 
While the other players left for 
Overseas contracts, the WA 
junior headed for Branko 
Culina coached Novell 
Canberra Cosmos who, it is 
believed, offered him a 
contract three times more than 
Glory were prepared to pay, 


Paut McVittie: Part of the ill-fated Kangaroos venture. 


At 22, Wingell hada 
full Ericsson Cup season 
of experience behind 
him. He dominated his 
wing for much of the 
year, providing a skilful, 
and when required, 
aggressive presence to 
the Glory’s attack. It’s 
well known that Gary 
Marocchi was less than 
happy with the club’s 
decision to let him go. 


“The practice matches we 
have played so far have 
showed we haven’t had 
anyone to fill that role and it 
certainly shows. 1 would have 
liked to have kept him here for 
that reason, but he's moved on 
and we have to get on with it.” 

While Wingell’s season 
had its ups and downs, he 
showed more than enough to 
suggest he can go on to 
become one of the stars of the 
Australian game. 

Perth are also yet to find 
out if they'll have the services 
of Tony Carbone for next 
season, Currently on trial with 
Tranmere, Carbone is still 
waiting to be told by his 
manager - John Aldridge - if 
there’s a spot for him at 
Rovers, 

But there’s still plenty to 
look forward to from Glory's 
ever growing army of fans. 
‘The club remains hopeful of 


beating Brisbane, and two 
Sydney clubs, for the 
signature of striker Andy 
Harper, and the core of a 
successful team has already 
been built. Players like Scoit 
Miller, the Nayen Brothers, 
Paul McVittie and Paul 
Strudwick all were part of the 
ill-fated Perth Kangaroos 
venture. Their experience 
playing together will have 
strengthened over the past 
season. Combine that with the 
midfield addition of Ernie 
Tapai and Kiwi intemationals 
Wilkinson and Hay in 
defence, and the Glory appear 
a more solid prospect than the 
side that leaked 41 goals last 
season. 

Tf a striker can be found to 
partner Despotovski and the 
club remains injury free, Perth 
have the makings of a side 
who'll be a finals force again 
this season. 

Perth Glory begin their 
1997/98 Ericsson Cup 
campaign away at “New 
Boys” Carlton on October 10, 
at the Optus Oval, in an 
eagerly awaited match. 


H “Bobby Despotovski: 
Shooting for Glory. 


Dale Wingell: Lost to Canberra. 


_ Paul Strudwock: Nucleus of the side. 


LATE NEWS GUSTIN... 
Andrew Hanper has sigued for Brisbane Strikers and. with uot be joining Perth ... 
David Hay played very well in a trial match lart week and looks to be over the 


tujuny he was suffering with and har linked well with Erute Tapeat tu defence. 


Ernie Tapat played a prominent pant in Sunday o 2-1 win over Adelaide City, 
ccoring one from the penalty spot. 72 frustrated lone striker, wilt looking for a 
partner ups rout, Bobby Despatouske netted the other goat. 
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WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
FRANCE 1998 


5 
WE HAVE ORGANISED TOUR PACKAGES FOR THE LAST 6 WORLD CUPS 


1974 GERMANY 
1978 ARGENTINA 
1982 ITALY 
1986 ARGENTINA 
1990 GERMANY 
1994 BRAZIL 


4974 GERMANY 


4978 ARGENTINA 
4982 SPAIN 
4986 MEXICO 
4990 ITALY 

4994 USA 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


LicNo. TALS? 
SELES 
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"First Round’ Championship 


The Package Includes: 


‘Second Round' Championship 


Package 
(Prices per person) 


7 Match Category 3 


ag77 


7 Match Category 2 


5.225 


7 Match Category 4 


5,462 


Single Supplement 


4,280 


Package 
{Prices per person) 


8 Match Category 3 


@ Match Category 2 


8 Match Category 1 


Single Supplement 


“Til package prices based ex Syaney, Melbourne, Brisbane. 


‘Appiicabie acc ons for other capital cities. Frst Class, Business and Round World options are avaliable. 
‘Published 1st June 1997. Recommended Prices Only. Prices may vary due to Exchange Rates. 
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OLQP U/8s: 
A TEAM TO WATCH 


= They scored an incredible 170 
By MICKY BROCK goals and conceded just six, Ivan SATURDAY COMP 
: 


EUROPEAN, 
FARE ». 


BONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 


results in Soccer but then a return of 53, however the whole SIXA SIDE COMP. 

again, they've probably never seen team deserve credit for an : 
Our Lady Queen of Peace perform. unforgettable season, Played 5 — won 5 

This U/8 side, nicknamed a Congratulations must go to Nathan KNOCK OUT COMP 
“Pumas’, achieved quite an enviable Dundovic who, as a right winger, os 
record this season; : created many of the scoring Played 5 — won 5 

It stands at 28 ‘official’ matches opportunities for his side and PRESIDENTS CUP 
played and a goal difference of plus contributed 42 himself. Played 2 — won 2 
164! 


‘A argued for bigger goals, Farac netting 43 and Timoth a 
k other sports mock the lack of — Fragogianis going slightly better with Played 18 — won 18 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


You well wot be 
diapgpecated RING NOW 


_ 9660 §736 


OLQP Pumas U 8s: 170 goals and 28 wins, 


ANT1 PROUDLY PRESENTS FOR THE FIRST TIME 


DIRECT FROM GREECE 


2°102 


FIRST DIVISION SOCCER GAMES FROM T 


GREEK NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


STARTING FROM 31 AUGUST 1997... 
including all the League action & 
the battle for the Greele Cupl!! 
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WIN OVER VICS 


he 1997 Australian 

Youth Championship 

was decided by way of 
a tension-packed penalty 
shootout in last Saturday's 
final in Melbourne, ACT 
emerging the winner, 6-5, 
against Victoria after a 
goalless scoreline at the end 
of extra time. 

Host state Victoria took the 
field as favourites after 
powering through their round- 
robin matches undefeated and 
finishing top of the ladder. 
Assured of a final berth before 
the last day’s play. Victoria 
also held the psychological 
advantage, having soundly 
defeated ACT 4-1 earlier in 
the week. 

It was clear the top two 
sides had won through to the 
final, although Queensland 
were still in with a chance 
going into the last day's play. 
But the Friday night tally told 
the story with five points 
separating second place from 
the rest of the pack, 

Defending champions 
NSW, chasing a record fourth 
consecutive youth title, were 
surprisingly well out of the 
reckoning after recording no 
points from the opening two 
games, 

The young Northern NSW 
combination handed down 
one of those defeats to their 
fierce rivals, and lost narrowly 
to each of the top three teams. 
The inexperienced WA side 
suffered some heavy losses, 
but fought hard throughout. 

Unlike their earlier round- 
robin fixture, the final 
between Victoria and ACT 


Was an pale fit, tough 
midfield battle, with few clear 
goalscoring opportunities to 
either side in the first half, 

After the break, it was 
Victoria who started to look 
more dangerous in front of 
goal. In the 55th minute, a 
Louisa Bisby effort, from just 
outside the penalty box, was 
destined to hit the target but 
for the superb flying save of 
ACT keeper Amy Beattie, 
tipping the ball away. 

With Victoria gaining the 
territorial adyantage, ten 
minutes later saw another 
perfect chance to score the all 
important goal. Breaking clear 
of the defence, Michelle 
Fuller created a great angle, 
but miscued her shot, the ball 
rolling tamely out for a goal 
kick. 

Both teams then suffered 
the effects of a tiring week, 
and at the full time whistle, 
there were still no goals. 

In extra time, the general 
tight pattern of play 
continued. ACT’s Kim 
Channing had the best chance 
to claim the golden goal with 
three minutes remaining, and 
with only the keeper to beat, 
the shot fell wide. 

So to the pressure of a 
penalty shootout to decide the 
champions. The regulation 
five penalties per team was 
still not enough to break the 
deadlock. ACT's Danica 
Ralston had the chance to sew 
up the win with the fifth kick, 
after Joanne Satler had sent 
the previous shot for Victoria 
over the bar, But Ralston was 
unable to shoulder the 


AUSTRALIAN YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP 1997 
FULL RESULTS 


(VIC) 


NSW 16 WA 

(Link 6, L Collins 2, Goleblowski 2, Walsh 

zi ate Cavanagh, a ‘Bevan) 
2 NI 


yi Channing) 


Championship Trophy: ACT 
Association Trophy: Victoria 
Most Valuable Player: Louisa Bisby 


Fair Play Trophy: Norther NSW 
All Star Eleven 


ACT: Amy Beattie, 
Kim Channing, Mary 
Pelle, Dior Foxhill, 
Amy Wilson, Pieta- 
Claire Hepperiin, 
Danielle Hepperiin, 
Laura Jennings, Chris 
Taylor, Danica 
Ralston, Louise 
Corbett (Felicity Cox). 


Victoria: Roisin 
McGowan, Jenny 
Black, Claire Hepper, 
Belinda Godfrey, 
Marie Naim, Louisa 
Bisby, Melissa 
Barbieri, Amy Porter, 
Emma Rea, Frida 
Cabander (Michelle 
Fuller), Joanne Satler, 


responsibility, her strike also 
sailing over. 

Now into sudden death, it 
‘was two penalties apiece later, 
when Victorian Jenny Black 
stumbled under the pressure, 
hitting the ball straight to the 
keeper. 

The miss finally signalled 
the champions as the ACT, 

Scorers for ACT were 
Danielle Hepperlin, Amy 
Wilson, Dior Foxhill, 
Channing, _Pieta-Claire 
Hepperlin, and Felicity Cox. 

The national youth title is 
the first in ACT's history, and 
demonstrates their 
development following on 
from their 1995 and 1996 
wins in the 
Championships, 


Junior 


y Five 
vic 


D 

4.0 
01 

i. 2) 2B 
0 3 
03 


6 
0 5 0 40 


ACT IN SHOOTOUT | SENIORS HEAD FOR 


NEWCASTLE 


his year’s senior 
Australian Champ- 
ionship kick off on Sunday 
in Newcastle, with the title 
very much up for grabs. 
Eight states will be vying for 
the honours, with ACT a 
late withdrawal from the 
championship. 
On paper, NSW look likely 
to strongly defend their title 
with seven returning from that 


Home 


having 


champion 1996 combination. 
A win again this year would iy; 
earn them a record-breaking 
fifth consecutive senior 
championship. 

side, 
NSW, should find themselves 
in solid contention to claim 
their first ever senior title with 
no less than ten players 
national 


experience. The opening day 


first up. 


Northern 


league 


may well decide the fate of 
SW and their northern 
cousins, with the two to clash 


On the other hand, Ansett 
Summer Series finalists 
and South 
Australia appear to be resting 
their top players, giving 
others the opportunity to 
represent their State, thus 
making for a very open 


Queensland 


contest overall. 

Victoria fields a mix of 
youngsters and older players, 
with many of their national 
league athletes having 
contested the youth event, 

The smaller States of 
Tasmania, Western Australia 
and Northern Territory will be 
keen to cause a few upsets, 
with this year the perfect 
‘opportunity. 


OOYARTRWN o 


Coach: Connie Selby 


Melissa Bagwell .. 
Shelley Youma! 
40 Tracey Baker... 
11 Kristy Palozzi. 
72 Lisa Richards... 
43 Libby Marshall 


18 Kasey Sparks .. 
Coach: Mark Jones 


13 Joanne Healy . 
14 Alison William: 
15 Dawn Millard . 
16 Jacqui Cowell. 
17 Debbie Campbell 
18 Karen Crosswell.. 
Coach: Fred Robins 


17 Franca Dibartolo 
48 Shannon Kunst... 
Coach: Carl Maynard 


14 Sara Gawned .. 
45 Penny Baalman.. 
46 Tanya Oxtoby 
17 Debbie Gorton 
18 Lisa Beatty. 
Coach: Jill Mateljan 
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45 Brooke Whiley-Browning..M 


16 Megan Hingston 

17 Elizabeth Ratcliffe. 
48 Kelly Gower..... 
Coach: Ossie Fitzgerald 


11 Debbie Nichols 
12 Karol Cobano' 
43 Lisa Davis... 

14 Belinda Powell. 


18 Helen Klerices .. 
Coach: Jane Oakley 


AUSTRALIAN SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 1997 
Jack McLaughlan Oval, Edgeworth, Newcastle 


Fri 26 Sept. 


Sat 27 Sept 


Eh cueecess 


pm é 
2.00pm FINAL 


ELIZABETH 


REIGNS SUPREME 


ELIZAB 


aie 


MUTUAL COMMUNITY STATE 
LEAGUE GRAND FINAL 
TH CITY....1 CUMBERLAND FOXES .0. 


hen Elizabeth City 
and Cumberland 
Foxes met in the 


State League Grand Final, 
both sides knew that 
promotion to the 1998 
premier league was a 
certainty. 

If supporters thought they 
would witness a ‘Claytons 
Grand Final’, they were 
completely wrong! 

fierce rivalry has 
developed between the two 
clubs over the years, and this 
was demonstrated in this tight 
and hard fought battle. 

Tn the sixth minute 
Elizabeth’s Graham Latham 
sent hearts pounding when his 
powerful shot, from 20 metres, 
just flashed past the upright, 

‘Six minutes later, and again 
it was City, when Chris 
Nicholls climbed high for a 
brilliant header, which had 
Cumberland’s keeper Steve 
ppc scrambling across the 
line, 


Tn the 58th minute, Foxes’ 
Steve Maxwell weaved his 
magic inside the box, but his 
shot was brilliantly saved by 
Ben Moore. 

City’s Mare Woods came 
close in the 67th minute to 
breaking the deadlock when 
his shot on the run, from eight 
metres, missed the upright by 
millimetres. 

Right at the end of normal 
time, Elizabeth's Nicholls had 
the best chance to score when 
he rounded Spencer, after a 
great run, only to see his final 
effort miss the target. 

The match headed into 
extra time, and with both sides 
running on adrenalin, cramp 
and fatigue set in, 

‘The deadlock was broken in 
the 104th minute when 
substitute Danny Emery 
finished off a fine move — his 
left foot drive inside the box 
gave Blizabeth a lead 1-0, 

In the 112th minute, 
Maxwell again made room for 


and Nick Vougamalis. The 


himself, with Mare the hero 
for City with a magical save. 

Elizabeth hung on and took 
home the prize money. Now 
both clubs must be looking 
forward to a prosperous 1998 
Premier League season. 

Cumberland’s Alan Paice 
won the ‘Bailetti Sportsman of 
the Match’ medal. 


FARMERS UNION 
LITTLE LEAGUE 


The Farmers Union 
little League 
under/12 
competition was 
played during the 
Top Four series. 
The winners were 
Adelaide Sharks, 
victorious over 
Adelaide City. 


‘ow that the awkward 

hurdle of New Zealand 

is behind us, and the 

Kiwis are eliminated from the 

World Cup, Australians can 

speak safely and offer them 

some advice, And goodness 
knows they need some! 

Earlier this year, over two 

World Cup qualifying games, 


Mz Boffa leads a very 


ruitful life. Sales and 


marketing manager of South 
Australian building giant 
Bianco Builders Hardware, 
he “escapes” the working 
pressures by coaching his 
beloved Campbelltown Red 
Devils. 

He is no stranger to soccer, 


with Payneham Primary 
school, before starting his club 
career with the Adelaide Blue 
Eagles in 1973. He made his 
first team debut with the 
successful Blue Eagles 
Championship side in 1981, 
and headed further east to 
continue playing for the Red 
Devils in 1988 until retiring in 
1994. 

Midfield was his position 
and Boffa reminisces about 
the good ol’ playing days, 
with a big smile. He was a 
natural born leader and those 
leadership qualities saw him 
Progress into coaching for the 
first time in 1996, taking 
charge of the Red Devils U/19 
side, which won the Minor 
Premiership, Top Four Title 
and Cup competitions. Not a 
bad start to coaching. 


The senior position at the 
Red Devils became available 
in 1997 id Boffa was the 
man for the job. This year he 
found that il takes quite a lot 
of mental strategy to coach a 
side with, perhaps, the hardest 
thing being to know your 
limitations and 


players” 
capabilities. 


“My aim is to establish 
myself as a successful premier 
league coach. There are so 
many coaches who have 
changed the course of the 
World Game, including the 
Italian World Cup winning 
coach of 1982, Enzo Bearzot, 
and Juventus’ current coach 
Marcello Lippi, are great 


examples.” 


‘Anybody who has been in a 
coaching capacity knows the 
rigours and the pressures 

: so why 


placed on a coa 
does he do it? 


“T have a passion for the 
game, I like to manage people 
and there is a great deal of 
satisfaction putting strategies 
into place and seeing them 


work out.” 


It is easy to see why Boffa 
is so passionate about the 
game. His voice changing 


poured into Australia in the 60s 
— came of age and began to 
mature as footballers. The first 


PORT ADELAIDE Lion 
Pirates became the 
inaugural | Homestart 
FUTSAL Champions after 
defeating a fatigued 
Campbelltown Red Devils 
16-1 in the Grand Final. 


Campbelltown Red 
Devils 7 North East 
Rangers 6 


THE FIRST semi final got 
underway with the North Eas 
Rangers doing battle with the 
Red Devils, Rangers were 
quickly into their rhythm 
scoring 3 quick goals. By half 
time the Red Deyils clawed 
their way back into contention 
with the score level at 4-4, 

In the second half the Red 
Devils got away with Drago 
Ilicic and Rob Zito 
outstanding. Rangers had 
Peter Moffa in his usual 
brilliant form. Tn the end the 
Red Devils ran out 7-6 victors 
with rangers knocked out of 
the series. 


2nd Semi Final 


Port Lion Pirates 9 
Adelaide Force 6 


THE SECOND semi final 
was played at a blinding pace 
with the league pacesetters on 
show. The Force lost their 
prolific goal scorer Spiros 
Simeonakis early in the match 
with a serious ankle injury 
and their striking power 
diminished rapidly. The 
Pirates took over with great 
displays from Chris Groom 


Pirates marched straight into 
the grand Final with a 
convincing 9-6 victory, with 
the Force to face the Red 
Devils in the Preliminary 
Final. 


Preliminary Final 
Adelaide Force 2 
Campbelltown Red 
Devils 6 


The Force played their 
preliminary final 15 minutes 
after crashing to the Pirates 
and appeared very lethargic. 
Red Devils’ midfielder 
Dominic Signoriello stole the 
limelight with 5 brilliantly 
taken goals. Red Devils’ 
striker Omero Gosti posted 
their 6th goal and he even had 
time for theatrics with an 
entertaining somersault with 
the ball firmly stuck to his 
feet. 


Port Adelaide Pirates 
16 Campbelltown Red 
Devils 1 


THE PIRATES were simply 
too powerful for the fatigued 
Red Devils, who played 2 
matches in the space of 2 
hours to make the Grand 
Final. The Pirates used their 
10 man squad to perfection 
and were cruising, leading 9-1 
at half time. The second half 
opened up with them still 
pouring on the power and 
they were rightfully crowned 
the inaugural Homestart 
FUTSAL League Champions 
finishing the match with 16 
goals against the Red Devils 
solitary one. 


we again saw the chasm that 
exists between the playing 
standards of the two countries. 
And last week the Kiwi kids 
were thrashed 13-0 by Spain at 
the World — Under/17 
Championships in Egypt. 

Tt was a humiliation, not just 
to New Zealand but to our 
region, and will impact on how 
the globe views football in our 
part of the world. 

My advice to New Zealand 
is this; get an Aussie coach! 
‘The reasons are obvious. The 
difference exists because, over 
the last couple of decades, we 
have done what they haven't 
done. Our game has evolved, 
theirs has stood still. Where 
once their guts and sweat was 
enough to match ours, now the 
huge disparity in technique, 
tactical awareness and 
professionalism, always tilts the 
‘game Australia’s way. 

‘Twenty or so years ago both 
countries were, essentially, 
colonial entities in the soccer 
world, playing at a standard 

which in retrospect is best 
described as primitive. Then 
factors to do with culture, as 
well as different ideologies in 
coaching, took hold and the two 
nations veered in different 
directions. 

The 70s was an era when 
imported players, mostly from 
England and Scotland, 
dominated the game in this part 
of the world. Their philosophy 
and approach, borrowed and 
imported from another land and 
another culture, was what 
fashioned the way our teams 
played, 

‘Then began the new era 
when the sons of migrants from 
continental Europe and 


elsewhere — migrants who 


wave were players like Eddie 
Krncevic, Peter Raskopoulos, 
Peter Katholos, Alan Davidson, 
Oscar Crino and Jimmy 
Patikas. 

These were players brought 
up on a different ideology. One 
which preached the importance 
of skill and flair over anything 
else, Mixed with their 
Australian bred instinct to fight 
and never give in and you had 
the ‘New’, uniquely Australian, 

cer player. 

Another important factor in 
that development was the 
communications revolution. 
The television exposure of 
international soccer widened 
dramatically and the flashy 
superstars of Brazil, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Holland and 
Argentina became the role 
models for budding Australian 
players. 

Our coaches too, knew this 
all too well and milked it to the 
bone. And they also leamt a lot 
from what they saw week in 
week out at Liverpool, 
Juventus, Milan, Barcelona, 
Ajax and the rest on television. 

These two major factors; the 
wave of second generation 
migrant kids and the wider, 
more comprehensive television 
exposure did not take place 
across the Tasman. New 
Zealand did not experience 
Australia’s massive migrant 
boom of the 50s and 60s and 
foreign soccer on television, 
apart from the BBC’s Match of 
the Day, was virtually non- 
existent before arrival of 
satellite TV in the 80s. 

The solution for the Kiwis is 
to swallow their pride and 
import some Australian coaches 
— or at least one for their 
national team. Our coaches, 
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Les Murray 
Comments... 


especially the older, more 
experienced ones are experts at 
what took place in Australia and 
would be perfect for steering 
New Zealand's misguided 
football onto a similar path. 

‘And the biggest advantage in 
having an Aussie national 
coach, if I may be so 
unpatriotic, would come when 
the Kiwis had to face Australia. 
In recent memory they had only 
cone coach who was capable of 
beating Australia: John 
Adshead (who did it twice), His 
key quality was that he had a 
very keen eye for the way 
Australia played and could 
exploit its weaknesses. Imagine 
a Rale Rasic steering the All 
Whites against the Socceroos in 
‘our next World Cup tussle? 

And Rasic, though as 
patriotic an Australian as the 
next man, would, I am sure, 
relish the chance as a 
professional. This is the man 
who has the 1974 World Cup 
Finals on his CV, who is out of 
work and who has been 
consistently snubbed like a 
black sheep by the Australian 
soccer hierarchy. 

Some will say it is foolhardy 
for an Australian columnist to 
be saying these things and to be 
eager in encouraging a football 
enemy to improve its game, But 
T do not apologise. We actually 
need a good New Zealand. We 
need, for technical reasons, 
quality opposition against 
whom victory actually means 
something. 

Games, even victories, 
against a primitive, clattering 
New Zealand which lives only 
on the fire in its belly but 
doesn't know how to play, is no 
good to anyone. 

I long for the return of the 
old Trans-Tasman rivalry. 
However, for the moment, it 
simply doesn’t exist. 


when a certain player is 
mentioned. 

“Diego Maradona has for 
me been the best player the 
world has to offer. His 
individual brilliance was 
awesome and when he went to 
Ttaly to play for Napoli he had 
the hopes of an entire city 
placed on his shoulders, 

“He took the captaincy and 
displayed qualities which the 
world had not seen before and 
helped Napoli to their two 
Serie A championships. To 
cap that off, one of the best 
goals I have seen was by 
Maradona when he lobbed the 
goalkeeper from Pescara, off 
balance, from 45 metres,” 

Mario Boffa is a thinker 
and would love nothing better 
than the game to develop in 
Australia. 

“Since 1973, when we first 
qualified for the World Cup, 
we haven't made much 
progress except with the 
advent of the national league, 
We need to develop some sort 
of link with Asia, perhaps a 
Superleague in order for us to 
g0 professional. 

“Maybe one team per slate 
should be included. I have 


teally had enough of the 
ethnic slanging as well, Let’s 
not forget that without the 
new Australians, soccer would 
not be what it is today in 
Australia. 

“They have put so many 
years of hard work into the 
game and now they have been 
more or less tumed away.” 


Srofile 


Mario Boffa 


Born: 7/2/64 
Married: to Nella 
Daughter: 6 year 

old Jenna 
Loves: Napoli, AC 
Milan and 
Liverpool 
Best Game: AC 
‘Milan v Real 


RAIDERS MAKE HISTORY 


MUTUAL COMMUNITY GRAND FINAL 
Raiders: Sth Austration Champions 


RAIDERS. 


paiders rewrote So he 
Australian soccer 
history when they won 
the Mutual Community 
Championship ry 
knocking over a resilient 
WT Birkalla 2-0 in the 
Grand Final at 
Thebarton Oval. A large 
crowd witnessed the 
afternoon’s enter- 
tainment, with Australian 
singer Christine Anu 
warming up the large and 
vociferous crowd. 
The new champions 
have had an amazing 
season: 23 matches 


without defeat, 
culminating in South 
Australian soccer's 


ultimate prize. 

The match immediately 
swung Raiders’ way, with 
Luis Rodrigues and Bill 
Karapetis wreaking havoc 
in the Birkalla defence. 

The first goal to the 
Raiders came in the tenth 
minute. Marcin Kierno 
found space on the right, 
just outside the box, and 
crossed perfectly for 
Karapetis to volley home 
from eight metres. 

Two minutes later the 
match heated up when 
Birkalla’s Nigel Souter 
crudely tackled Mark 
Camilleri, with the WT 
player being booked by 
referee Wayne Dade. 

Birkalla soon gained the 
upper hand and Raiders’ 
goalkeeper, Mate Maric, 
became a hero, saving 
numerous chances from 


Towards the end of the 
first half Birkalla had the 
better of the goalscoring 
opportunities, yet could 
not penetrate the well- 
drilled Raiders defence. 
The would be champions 
me out with all guns 
firing in the second half, 

Man of the Matth Bill 
Karapetis displaying his 
terrific skills. 

The Premier League's 
leading marksman, Luis 
Rodrigues, put his name on 
the scoresheet in the 70th 
minute — slipping the ball 
under Birkalla’s keeper 
Daniel Bieze. 

Two minutes later 
Birkalla’s problems 
worsened when Mark Donk 
was sent off after a mis- 
timed tackle on Karapeti 

Birkalla's best chance 
fell to Joe Barbaro. Keeper 
Maric slipped, after 
punching the ball clear, 
only for his Volley to miss 
the target. 

The Raiders were 
content to close up the 
game and they saw out the 
final minutes without too 
much trouble. They 
became champions and 
hoisted the Mutual 
Community Championship 
trophy in scenes of 
jubilance. 

To top off an excellent 
afternoon, the Raiders* 
Bill Karapetis took out the 
prestigious Alex Hastings 
Man of the Match award. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharrt — 


goalkeeper Tapia. 

Chile fought back and 
found the net nine minutes 
later through striker Marcelo 
Salas, who, in similar fashion 
beat Argentine keeper Roa 
with another cracking volley. 

In the second period, Chile 
took control of the game and 
created two clear chances, 


fter their respective 
victories, Argentina, 
Colombia 
uay have confirmed 
their places in next year’s 
World Cup in France. 

The Argentines, showing 
great character, scored a 2-1 
dramatic victory over Chile at 
Santiago's National stadium, 
while the Chileans have been 
left in a difficult position, 
dropping to fifth place, three 
points behind Peru. 

Daniel Passarella’s 
Argentina dominated the first 
30 minutes of the match, 
controlling the midfield and 
using the flanks to create 
several chances, while the 
locals defended stoutly. 

But in the 25th minute 
Marcelo Gallardo took 
advantage of a perfect cross with a 1-0 victory over 
from Valencia’s striker Ariel Venezuela, 

Ortega, and with a powerful The Colombians 
volley, beat Chilean dominated the entire match 


‘The Argentines, playing a 
counter-attacking game, were 
able to take the three points 
in the 85th minute after 
Ortega took advantage of 
Tapia’s blunder — crossed 
the ball to the box — and 
striker Claudio Lopez netted 
with a super header. 

Meanwhile in 
Barranquilla, Colombia had 
to struggle before qualifying 


but couldn’t secure its berth 
in France 98 — until 
defender Wilmer Cabrera’s 
goal in the 67th minute. 

Venezuela, with a brilliant 
display from goalkeeper 
Rafael Dudamel, defended 
well and kept the Colombians 
at bay for most of the 90 
minutes. 

Meanwhile, in Asuncion, 
Paraguay defeated Bolivia 2- 
1 ina thriller, and as a result, 
also advanced, The Bolivians 
are now out of contention for 
the remaining berth, 

After a good start from the 
Paraguayans, who went 2-0 
ahead through goals from 
Miguel Angel Benitez in the 
26th minute and defender 
Carlos Gamarra in the 36th, 
the locals lost control of the 
game and had to battle the 
Bolivians, who fought hard 
all the way. 

‘After Berthy Suarez pulled 


one back for the visitors, in 
the S6th minute, Paraguay 
was in serious trouble, but 
with some acrobatics from 
flamboyant goalkeeper Jose 
Luis Chilavert, and a great 
performance from defender 
Carlos Gamarra, finally took 
the three points. 

In Lima, Peru took a big 
step towards earning the 
South American fourth spot 
with a 2-1 victory over 
Uruguay. Unless miracles 
happen, the Uruguayans will 
be out of contention, 

Inter Milan’s new signing, 
Alvaro Recoba, opened the 
account for Uruguay in the 
42nd minute but the 
Peruvians reacted in the 
second half to score two 
goals in three minutes 
through star midfielder 
Roberto Palacios, in the 59th, 
and striker German Carty in 
the 62nd. 


ARGENTINA 2| 


sails: ==] 
[COLOMBIA 1 VENEZUELA 0 


Chile: Tapia, Castaneda, Reyes, Margas, Ponce, 
Parraguez, Musni, Contreras, Sierra, Vega: 
(Godberg 80), Salas. 

Argentina: Roa, Ayala, Sensini, Paz, Veron, 
Almeyda, Simeone, Gallardo (Zanetti Goh Ortega, 
Lopez, Crespo (Berti 71). 
YELLOW CARDS: 
ARGENTINA: Veron, 
Attn ne | 
; Musrri, Margas, 
Parraguez, Castaneda, | 
SCORERS: 
ARGENTINA: Gallardo | | 
(25), Lopez (85) | 
CHILE: Salas (34). | 


pa 


Colombia: Calero, Cabrera, Bermudez, 
Cordoba, Galeano, Serna (Pacheco 46), Bolano, 
Valderrama, Rincon, Asprilla, De Avila (Aristizabal 
77). 

Venezuela; Dudamel, Garcia (Lucena 80), 
Gonzalez, Echenique, Vallenilla, Madriz, Ramos, 
Perez, Urdaneta 
(Martinez 90), 
Moran (Alex Garcia 
aes duan Garcia, 


Sea: 


Cabrera canoer 
biplane ‘CARDS: \e 


el 
VENEZUALA; 
Vallenilla, 


PARAGUAY 2BOLIVIA jl 


[PERU “2URUGUAY 1 


Paraguay: Chilavert, Rivarola, Ayala, Gamarra, 
Arce, Suarez, Acuna, Enciso, Benitez, Ovelar 
(Morales Santos 60), Baez (Rojas 80). 
Bolivia: Trucco, castillo, Sanchez, Pena, Sandy, 
“Rimba, Soria, Blanco (Ramiro Castillo 45), 
Etcheverry, Ortiz (Coimbra 65), Angola (Berthy: 
Suarez 46), 

YELLOW CARDS; 
BOLIVIA: Sanchez, 
Sandy. | ees 


Pes 
PARAGUAY: +: Suarez. - >, 
SCORERS: a fi 
PARAGUAY: Benitez | 
(26), Gamarra (56), 
BOLIVIA: Berthy 
Suarez (56). a 


< 
% 
* 


Peru: Balerio, Solano, Marengo, Soto, Olivares, 
Jayo, Pereda (Carranza 80), Zegarra {Jorge Soto 
45), Palacios, Carty, Maestri (Rivera 77). 
Uruguay: Siboldi, Mendez, Aguirregaray 
(Saralegul 70), Rodriguez, Silva, Lopez, De Los 
;. Romero, ote {Lujambio), 


“URUGUAY: Fonseca. 
‘SCORERS: 


PERU: Palacios (59), 
Carty (62). 
URUGUAY: Resoba 
(42). 
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S Roma defender Aldait 

a member of Brazi 
World Cup winning squad in 
1994, became an Italian 
footballer on Saturday. 

Aldair, using Italian origins 
on his wife’s side of the 
family, took dual Italian 
citizenship at a ceremony here 
on Friday, and a club official 
took the paperwork to the 
Italian football federation 
(FIGC) on Saturday. 

The defender will play 
against Juventus here on 
Sunday as one of Roma’s 
unlimited number * of 
European Union nationals, 
and not of the three non-EU 
citizens which the club are 
allowed to field. 

‘The move means that coach 
Zdenek Zeman can now 
replace Aldair on his list of 
three foreigners with another 
player, probably Brazilian 
midfielder Vagner — who 
will join compatriot and new 
defender Cafu, 

Aldair’s dual nationality 
also means that Roma’s fourth 
Brazilian, striker Paolo 
Sergio, can now move down 
from the VIP stand in the 
crowd to the substitutes’ 
bench on Sunday. 


Oooo 


CHILEAN SOCCER players 
said on Friday they would go 
ahead with a strike over the 
weekend, but the country’s 
leading two clubs responded 
by announcing they would 
field youth teams to fulfill the 
top fixture. 

Directors of Universidad 
Catolica and Colo Colo, the 
country’s biggest clubs, said 
that they would go ahead with 
Sunday's derby in Santiago, a 
match that normally attracts a 
80,000 full house. 

But Universidad de Chile, 
the country’s third biggest 
club, said they would not play 
against Huachipato. “We will 
not play with youth team 
players or first team players,” 
said club president Rene 
Orozco, who offered to 
mediate in the dispute. 

Players are angry at what 
they describe as deplorable 
working conditions and have 
been backed in their action by 
the country’s coaches. 

The players’ union 
complains that many of their 
members are not given 
contracts and are not paid on 
time. They add that facilities 
at many clubs are dismal and 
that many training grounds do 
not even have showers. 

Players’ union president, 
Carlos Ramos, said that 
“What we are looking for can 
be summed up in one word: 
respect. Respect for the 


players, respect for the 
professional and respect for 
the job.” 

eoooe 


A FEDERAL judge on Friday 
ordered Diego Maradona to 
take a doping test after every 
game he plays until an 
investigation into alleged drug 
abuse is completed. 

Maradona, who is 
scheduled to play for Boca 
Juniors on Sunday, had said 
he would voluntarily take a 
doping test before he learned 
of federal judge Claudio 
Bonadio’s decision. 

“Even if they don’t pick 
my name out of the hat, I'll 
go. That way the judge can be 
at ease,” said Maradona, who 
failed a doping test in August 
but has denied he took drugs. 

Maradona’s chequered 
career seemed to be over 
when he failed a doping test 
after a league game against 
Argentinos Juniors, in which 
he scored a penalty kick, 

But federal judge Bonadio 
ordered the Argentine 


Football Association not to 
ban the 36-year-old player 
until an investigation is 
completed. The judge has 
dismissed any criminal 
charges of drug use against 
Maradona. 


‘The star’s lawyers claim 
his urine sample was 
tampered with or that a drink 
the player took might even 
have been spiked with drugs, 

On Friday, he trained with 
his teammates in front of 
about 1,500 fans. On Sunday, 
Boca plays Maradona’s 
former team, Newells Old 
Boys. 

The legendary player’s 
career, which peaked when he 
led Argentina to World Cup 
success in 1986, has since 
been marred by drug abuse. 
He was banned for 15 months 
in 1991 for taking cocaine 
before a match with Italian 
club Napoli. That same year 
he was arrested in Buenos 
Aires for drug possession. 

Tn 1994, he was thrown out 
of the World Cup in the 
United States after testing 
positive for a cocktail of 
performance-enhancing drugs. 
including ephedrine, 


Food 


VASCO DE GAMA striker, 
Edmundo, set a new Brazilian 
league goal scoring record 
when he scored all six goals in 
his side’s 6-0 defeat of Sao 
Joao last Thursday night. 


Cpe 
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By STUART JONES 


o in this year Arsenal were left feeling 

very disappointed by the previous 

year’s FA Cup Final loss. The only 
way Herbert Chapman’s men could respond 
was to bring a trophy back to Highbury 
Stadium. That they did, but not the Cup; 
this time it was the First Division title. The 
Gunners finished four points clear of Aston 
Villa, with Sheffield Wednesday finishing 
third for the third time running, 

Arsenal amassed a total of 118 goals, with 
Cliff Bastin contributing 33. George Brown. 
contributed the same amount of goals for 
runners up Villa, meanwhile at the bottom, 
Bolton and Blackpool were relegated. 
Blackpool could justifiably feel aggrieved as 
they won the same amount of games as 13th 
placed Birmingham City (who managed only 
one win all season), 

In Division Two Stoke City were champions, 
with Tottenham close behind. Spurs were five 
points clear of third placed Fulham who were 
disappointed not to have won promotion in 
Successive seasons, 

The White Hart Lane team had been 
undefeated at home all season, picking up 35 
points. West Ham had fought off a last ditch 
effort by Chesterfield to stay up, and down with 
the Spirietes went Charlton Athletic, much to 
the Hammers’ fans relief, 

Again there were changes in Division Three. 
Mansfield Town had transferred to the North, 
while Thames had not sought re-election (being 
replaced by Newport County). To make up the 
numbers — because of Wigan's mid-season 
departure the previous year — Alderhsot were 
elected to Division Three. 

‘The Northern section in Division Three was 
won by Hull City, who were also undefeated at 
home, including 18 wins from 21. Their closest 
rivals had been Wrexham, but a loss away at 
third placed Stockport 0-1 on the final day of 
the season, coupled with another home win for 
Hull (2-1 over York) saw the Welshmen finish 
two points behind. Darlington finished bottom, 
just behind the disappointing New Brighton 
(not to be confused with Brighton and Hove 
Albion), 

In the Division Three South, Brentford made 
sure that another London club would play in 
Division Two by winning the title. Exeter and 
Norwich finished second and third respectively, 
and Swindon Town finished last on goal 
percentage, with Clapham Orient and Newport 
County equal on 29 points. Forutunately for 
‘Town, their league status would continue much 
longer than the clubs they finished alongside. 

‘The FA Cup semi finalists were: Manchester 
City, Derby, Everton and West Ham, For the 
Hammers, the Cup run had been a distraction 
from the disastrous League season, however, it 
came to a halt at this stage as Everton scored 
two goals against their solitary effort. The other 
semi was also a game of goals, with 
Manchester City having the best part of a five 
goal exhibition, 

‘The final was played at Wembley in front of 
92,950 and goals from Stein, Dean and Dunn 
gave Everton a very one-sided win, (see story 
box for an insider's view of the game). 

Probably the most famous match of this FA 
Cup was in the third round, when minnows: 
‘Walsall upset the mighty Arsenal 2-0. However 


Spatae Real Madald 


Swedanz Helingsbong 
Swivacnland: Senverre FC 


A story from this Wembley final was 
written in ‘Do that again son and I'll 
Break your Legs’ by Phil Thompson; 
player Billy Cook relaying the story: 

“Before that Everton and 
Manchester City Cup Final, one of the 
members of the Everton board came 
into the dressing rooms and began to 
give me a lecture about the City danger 
man Eric Brook. Dixie Dean stood up 
and told him that I knew all about 


Brook. When the game started I hit 
Brook with a hard tackle in the first 
few minutes. That was the last we saw 
of Brook for the rest of the Final!” 


the Cup was not destined for the Midlands as 
Manchester City took them out in the next 
round, 

The Southern League membership fell to just 
nineteen clubs, the lowest of this century. To 
make up for a lack of games, a Southern 
League Cup was introduced, however, eight 
teams declined to be involved. 

In a two-leg final, Plymouth Reserves 
defeated Folkestone on aggregate (0-0 after the 
first leg) to become the inaugural Cup holders. 

Tn the League, Norwich City Reserves took 
out the Eastern section, despite a strong 
challenge from previous champions Dartford, 
and in the West, Bath City finished clear 
winners. There were only four Welsh clubs left 
in this section of the League. One of them, 
Barry Town, conceded 72 goals in 20 games, 
including losing 0-10 to Plymouth Reserves, 
and drawing 6-6 with Bristol Rovers’ second 
team, 

In the play-off to decide the champions of 
the Southern League it was the Canaries’ 
second team that defeated Bath City 2-1 for the 
title. 

North of the border, after Motherwell’s 
triumphant season, Rangers turned Scotland's 
status quo back as they regained the title from 
the ‘Well. The ‘Gers finished three points clear 
of the previous champions, with Hearts 
finishing third, a full nine points behind. 

At the bottom Morton and East Stirling both 
struggled and, unsurprisingly, were relegated. 
Hibs won the league in Division Two — 
defeated only five times. Queen of the South 
returned to the top flight with Hibs by finishing 
in the runners up position. 

Edinburgh City finished bottom again, this 
time with only 12 points. Their leaky defence a 
problem, having conceded 133 goals in 33 
games. Armadale and Bo'ness did not last the 
season. Bo'ness having won four of their 
fourteen games, and Armadale managing just a 
solitary win from their seventeen starts —and 
both sides were annulled. 

For Motherwell, their 2-0 win over Clyde in 
the semi final of the Scottish FA Cup gave 
them a chance to grab a trophy. Their 
opponents were Celtic, who beat Hearts ina 
replay, to make it to Hampden Park on April 15 
1933. It was to be another triumph for Glasgow 
over the ‘Well: Celtic won with the only goal 
of the game, 
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FAREWELL 


ngland took 
themselves to within 
fone point of a World 


Cup final place in France on 
a night of high emotion at 
Wembley. 

They achieved it with an 
emphatic 4-0 win over 
Moldova, and if we needed 
some kind of signal to get 
back to normal after 11 days 
of national mourning, then it 
probably came at precisely 
8pm on the night of the game. 

The fact that it was a 
referee’s whistle at an 
England football match 
somehow seemed perfectly 
appropriate in such a 
remarkable week, when 
spontaneity was the keyword 
and people power had already 
overturned all the usual rules, 

Tt wasn’t strictly true that a 
tear fell from a corner of every 
eye. Had it been so, then that 
everlasting minute of perfect 
silence would have been 
drowned by a Niagaran roar of 
falling water. 

Wembley is not a place for 
weeping, This is a house built 
for heroes and the respect it 
paid to Diana, Princess of 
Wales was all the more 
profound for its composure, 

Those who had been 
seeking evidence of Britain's 
stiff upper lip, through the 
preceding days of mourning 
for the people’s princess, 
found it here last week in the 
nobility of the people’s game. 


BIRMINGHAM 
CITY TO SIGN 
PLAYERS 


BIRMINGHAM CITY are 
poised to sign Northern 
Ireland winger Jon 
McCarthy from Port Vale 
for £1.8million to keep their 
First Division promotion 
charge on the boil, 

Manager Trevor Francis is 
optimistic that his attempt to 
capture him will succeed after 
having an initial £1,5m offer 


rejected. McCarthy is 
expected at St Andrews for 
talks today. 


Even though Birmingham 
are joint second with 
Nottingham Forest behind 
leaders West Bromwich 
Albion, Francis feels that his 
squad is still ‘not good 
enough’ for promotion. 

He said: “It'll be another 12 
months before I get the squad 
T want. I've got £2.9m to 
spend and I'm working very 
hard to bring in players who 
can give us a more 
‘competitive edge.” 

Francis has already had a 
£)m bid rejected by Charlton 
for midfielder John Robinson. 
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NEWS 


ANDY COLE completed his 
first full game of the season 
last night and marked the 
occasion with a goal. 

Michael Owen will not be 
selected for England Under 
2s European Championship 
decider, against Italy on 
October 10, because of the red 
card he received while playing 
for the Under 18s on Tuesday. 

Owen was sent off for 
butting while leading the side 
in their goalless draw against 
Yugoslavia in Rotherham. The 
17-year-old Liverpool striker 
faces a one-match ban at least 
when UEFA’s disciplinary 
committee meet to decide his 
fate next week. 

England Under/21 coach 
Peter Taylor, whose team lead 
Group Two, said: “It’s a 
shame because Michael would 
definitely have been up for 
consideration for the Italian 
game as there is no doubt that 
we need a goal-scorer. 

Any suspension comes into 
effect for the next 
international you are eligible 
for and the next Under/18 and 
Under/21 internationals are 
both on the same night in 
October.” 

Tomas Brolin yesterday 
denied going AWOL and 
blamed ‘a breakdown in 


communications’ for his 
three-day absence from 
training. 


Brian Horton yesterday 
rounded on Huddersfield fans 
for jeering Alex Dyer in 
‘Tuesday's 1-0 home defeat by 
Birmingham. He said: “Alex 
didn't miss chances on 
purpose - he gives his all.” 

Blackburn yesterday solved 
their goalkeeper crisis by 
signing Northern Ireland 
international Alan Fettis from 
Nottingham Forest for 
£250,000. He replaces John 
Filan, recovering from a 
broken arm, as deputy to Tim 
Flowers, 

Sunderland chief scout 
Alan Durban was last night 
thinking over a return to Stoke 
City as No 2 to manager Chic 
Bates. “I’ve been offered a job 
and will decide over the 
weekend,” said the former 
Sunderland manager. “It’s a 
tough decision because I've 
enjoyed being connected with 
Sunderland again.” 

Bates was Stoke’s skipper 
when Durban was in charge 
before he took over at 
Sunderland. 

Celestine Babayaro may 
soon make his long-awaited 
debut for Chelsea. 

‘The 18-year-old Nigeria 
defender signed for Ruud 
Gullit’s side in April, but 
suffered a serious ankle injury 
playing for the reserves, 

He has now started light 
training and looks likely to 
have a run-out for the reserves 
later this month. 

Portsmouth have completed 
the £300,000 signing of 
Australian midfield player 
Craig Foster from Marconi 
Fairfield. The 28-year-old is a 
key member of Terry 
Venables’ Socceroos side who 
are on the verge of qualifying 
for next summer’s World Cup 
finals in France. 

Former Luton goalkeeper 
Andy Dibble has returned to 
the club on a two-month loan 
period from Sheffield United. 

Barnet were last night 
given approval to go ahead 
with the building of a 


Andy Cole: First full game of the season. 


£14million, 10,000-seater 
stadium in Mill Hill. 

Mark McGhee’s future as 
Wolves manager is under 
renewed pressure following 
last night’s revelation that Sir 
Jack Hayward, who has 
invested £42million in the 
club, is to take a hands-on 
role. 

‘The 74-year-old Bahamas- 
based multi-millionaire, who 
earlier this year condemned 
the ‘sloppy’ running of the 
club and accused McGhee of 
‘moral blackmail’, will take 
over as chairman from his 
younger son, Jonathan, 

Sir Jack has strengthened 
his power base and is sure to 
be a ruthless taskmaster in his 
quest to see the club in the 
Premiership and winning 
trophies. 

His strong criticism of 


Craig Foster: Finally gone to Portsmouth, 


wasted money, which came in 
the wake of Wolves defeat in 
last season's promotion play- 
off against Crystal Palace, has 
already resulted in severe 
pruning of the wage bill and 
orders that McGhee must self- 
finance any future transfer 
deals. 

Sir Jack's impatience for 
promotion, having bought 
Wolves in 1990, was 
highlighted by his outburst at 
the end of last season when he 
teferred to himself as ‘the 
golden tit’. 

With neighbours West 
Bromwich and Birmingham 
on top of the First Division 
while Wolves labour in mid- 
table after two wins, two 
draws and two defeats, Sir 
Jack is likely to become 
increasingly edgy. 

Southampton’s £200,000 
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signing Kevin Richardson will 
captain the side against his old 
club Coventry on Highfield 
Road on Saturday despite 
Coyentry’s attempts to block 
the 34-year-old midfielder 
playing against them as part of 
the move. 

Nottingham Forest will 
continue their fight for 
‘compensation over the bribery 
and match-fixing scandal 
surrounding their 1984 UEFA 
Cup — semi-final with 
Anderlecht despite 
UEFA’s decision not to take 
any disciplinary action against 
the Belgian club because the 
alleged offence was more than 
10 years ago. 

West Ham striker John 
Hartson has brought football’s 
unhealthy alliance with 
alcohol sharply back into 
focus by suggesting that 
drink-driving is commonplace 
among top-level players in 
England. 

Hartson, whose teenage 
team-mate Rio Ferdinand has 
just been convicted and 
banned for the offence, 
claimed: “If we are honest we 
must admit we have all done 
it. There but for the grace of 


The Wales forward also 
pledged never again to drink 
and drive. His promise came 
only days after West Ham 
banned their team from 
drinking alcohol in the 
players’ bar after matches. 


U/10 
FOOTBALL 


TO BE 
BANNED? 


ORGANISED full-scale 
football for the under/10s 
will be banned in England 
by the end of the century as 
part of the FA’s plan to 
improve skills, 

‘The decision to restrict the 
youngsters to seven-a-side 
matches was passed by 566 
yotes to 92 yesterday at an 
extraordinary general meeting 
of the FA’s shareholders. 

FA technical director 
Howard Wilkinson hailed the 
decision, saying: ‘This is 
absolutely fundamental to 
everything we're trying to do. 

‘If we cannot develop a 
culture of small-sided games 
and recreate the sort of 
football that was played in the 
streets 30 or 40 years ago, it 
will be very difficult to 
produce the players England 
need. 

“We want to develop 
players who are going to grace 
our football in greater 
numbers than the foreign 
players who are now in the 
English game. Then we can go. 
on to dominate Europe and 
win World Cups, as I know 
we can.” 


LATE 
NEWS 


NOTTINGHAM FOREST 
boss Dave Bassett is on the 
trail of Italian strikers 
Maurizio Ganz and Michele 
Padayano. Ganz has been 
pushed out of the Inter 
Milan line-up by Ronaldo, 
while Padavano is only on 
the fringe of the Juventus 
team. Both would be 


Les Ferdinand: Praise for lan Wright. 
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available for around 
£2million, 

Nigel Clough will make a 
surprise return to Liverpool 
tomorrow after he joined 
Sheffield Wednesday on a 
month’s loan _ from 
Manchester City. The 31-year- 
old former Nottingham Forest, 
Liverpool and England striker 
has answered a call from 
Wednesday manager David 
Pleat, who is without five 
forwards through injury and 
suspension. 

Carlisle president, Michael 
Knighton, sacked manager 
Mervyn Day yesterday, then 
announced he was postponing 
his retirement to save the club 
from relegation, The 
Wembley Auto windscreens 
Shield winners have won just 
‘once since winning promotion 
to the Second Division last 
season. 

Youth team coach David 
Wilkes is likely to take over. 

Port Vale manager John 
Rudge broke two records 
yesterday. He sold winger Jon 
McCarthy to Birmingham for 
£1,5million, Vale’s highest- 
priced sale, and made the 
club's biggest signing when 
he paid Lincoln £500,000 for 
Gareth Ainsworth, another 
winger, 

Tan Wright has earned 
glowing tributes from his two 
England strike partners for his 
ability to rise above the 
controversies that have 
plagued his career. 

Both Les Ferdinand and 
Stan Collymore were eager to 
praise Wright’s plus points 
after his two-goal blast against 
Moldova, which broke bis 
Wembley scoring duck and 


fired England to their 4-0 
victory. 


CALLING 
ALL LIVER- 
POOL FANS 


A NEW _ Liverpool 
supporters club is being 
started in NSW by Bob 
Wardle. ‘ 

It’s official and has the 
backing of the club back in the 
UK. A meeting has been set- 
up for September 23 at the 
Greenwood Tree Hotel, 
Oxford Street, Paddington. 
Kick-off: 7:00pm. 


CHRISTOPHER RIDLEY 
has written in to say he has a 


Shirt and Ball signed by thi 
squad wh ured 


England squad who 
here in 1988/89 and another 


ball signed by the Australian | 


squad at that time, for sale, 
He is attempting to raise 


money so thathe may goto 


the UK for trials. vi 
Anyone interested in said 
items can contact him on: (02) 


9452 3057 but we ask all 


readers to assure themselyes 
of authenticity as ABSW can 
accept NO responsibility in 
this matter, = 


ory 
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rsenal’s Dutch 
international striker, 
ennis Bergkamp, 


looks set to miss the 
English club’s UEFA Cup 
match in Greece next week 
because of his fear of flying. 

English newspapers said on 
Thursday that Bergkamp had 
decided to miss the first round 
away leg against PAOK 
Salonika because he would 
have to travel by road for 
several days, 

“It would take me two or 
three days to get to Greece by 
train, car and boat and the 
same to get back,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

Bergkamp said he did not 
want counselling for his fear 
and there was no chance of 
him flying again. 

Arsenal said no decision 
had been announced yet. 

It would be the first time 
that Bergkamp’s fear of 
flying, which dates from 1989 
when several top Dutch 
players of Surinamese descent 
died in a plane crash in 
Surinam, has prevented him 
playing for the Gunners. 

A former Nigerian junior 
international, Tunde Charity, 
has died after being injured 
during a match for Insurance 
Benin City, club officials said. 

Charity was involved in an 
aerial collision in the 78th 


Dennis Bergkamp: Afraid to fly. 


minute of a Nigerian first 
division match against 
Nigerdock Lagos in Benin 
City on Tuesday. 

He finished the match but 
later began vomiting blood 
and was rushed to the central 
city hospital. Doctors operated 


Qualifiers to date: 


FRANCE 
Host nation. 


Previously hosted World Cup 1938 

Previous finals: (9) 1930, 1934, 1938, 1954, 
1958, 1966, 1978, 1982, 1986 

Best performances: Semi finals 1958 (3rd) and 
1986 (3rd), semi finals 1982 (4th). 


BRAZIL 
World champions. 


Previous finals: (15) Only nation to have been 
in all finals Best performances: World 


champions: 


1958, 1962, 1970, 1994. 


World cup hosts 1950 


TUNISIA 


Previous finals: (1) 1978 
Best performance: 1st round 


MOROCCO 


Previous finals: (3) 1970, 1986, 1994 
Best performance: 2nd round, 1986 


NIGERIA 


Previous finals: (1) 1994 
Best performance: 2nd round 


CAMEROON 


Previous finals: (3) 1982, 1990, 1994 
Best performance: Quarter finalists 1990 


SOUTH AFRICA 


First appearance in finals 


ROMANIA 


Previous finals: (6) 1930, 1934, 1938, 1970, 


1990, 1994 


Best performance: Quarter finalists 1994 


NORWAY 


Previous finals: (2) 1938, 1994 
Best performance: 1st round 1938, 1994 


BULGARIA 


on the player but he died soon 
afterwards, 

Charity, who was due to 
begin playing in the Russian 
league in December, was a 
member of the Nigerian 
Flying Eagles team that 
finished third at the junior 
World Cup in Saudi Arabia in 
1989. 


Bulgaria, Argentina, 
Colombia and Paraguay took 
the number of qualifiers for 
next year's World Cup finals 
in France to 13 on Wednesday 
night. 

In all, 32 nations will take 
part in the finals being staged 
from June 10-July 12 next 
summer. 

Bulgaria beat Russia 1-0 in 
Sofia to clinch first place in 
European qualifying group 
two, while Argentina, 
Colombia and Paraguay 
ensured they would be in 
France by filling the top three 
places in the South American 
qualifying league. 

Argentina beat Chile 2-1 in 
Santiago, Colombia beat 
Venezuela 1-0 in Bogota and 
Paraguay beat Bolivia 2-1 in 
Asuncion. 

The remaining South 
American qualifier will be 
decided next month, with 
Peru, Chile, Bolivia and 
Uruguay still in varying 


degrees of contention for 
finishing fourth. 

Although they have not yet 
qualified, both Austria and the 
Netherlands can only fail to 
qualify automatically as a 
result of an unlikely set of 
results in the final qualifying 
matches. 
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JUERGEN KLINSMANN 
marked his 100th international 
appearance by ending a nine- 
match goal drought as 
Germany beat Armenia 4-0 
last Wednesday to move 
fa sight of the World Cup 
inal: 


s. 

Captain’ Klinsmann ended 
stout Armenian resistance 
with Germany's opening goal 
after 70 minutes. It was his 
first international strike in 854 
minutes. 

The Sampdoria striker 
added a second in the 84th 
minute, with Thomas Haessler 
and Ulf Kirsten completing 
the scoring in the dying 
minutes, 

Tt was the perfect way for 
33-year-old Klinsmann to 
celebrate his century of 
international caps. 

Only Lothar Matthaeus 
(122) and Franz Beckenbauer 
(103) have won more, 

Germany now lead Group 
Nine on 19 points and look 
certain to stay there with only 
a straightforward-looking 
home match against Albania 
to come. Ukraine, who visit 
Armenia in their final match, 
are second on 17 points with 
Portugal third on 16. 

The first grass was laid a 
month ahead of schedule on 
Wednesday at the new Stade 
de France, where Brazil begin 
their defence of soccer's 
World Cup next June. 

The pitch is costing 10 
million French francs ($1.6 
million), just under 0.5 
percent of the total project 
cost of 2.6 billion francs, The 
impressive 80,000-capacity 
space-age stadium is due to be 
completed at the end of 
November and it will open 
with a France-Spain friendly 
on January 28, 1998. 

France’s new national 
ground, replacing the Parc des 
Princes, will also be used for 
rugby union internationals and 
rock concerts. 
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FORMER RANGERS star 
Graham Roberts said on 
Wednesday that his old club 
should get out of the Scottish 
Premier Division and join the 
English Premiership. 

Roberts blames recent 
defeats in Europe on the lack 
of true competition facing 
Rangers in Scotland — and he 
includes arch rivals Celtic in 
that analysis. 

‘The top Scottish clubs are 
currently considering a 
breakaway from the Scottish 
Football League in a bid to 
improve their fortunes both on 
and off the field. 

But Roberts insists that the 

only way Rangers can become 
a competitive force in Europe 
is by deserting Scottish 
football. 
“To be honest, I think 
Rangers need to get out of a 
Scottish League and into a 
better one — namely the 
Premiership,” he said. 

“If they are brave enough to 
do that it will make them 
bigger and better. I don’t see 
that they have any option. 

“With respect to the other 
sides in Scotland, the new 
league structure promised 
offers no real changes. There 
will still be no-one to 
challenge them - and I'm 
afraid 1 include Celtic in that, 

“They have got the support 
but are badly short of players. 
They should have spent more 
in the summer. Until Celtic 
start buying there will be a 
gulf even between the two 
Glasgow clubs, never mind 
the rest.” 

Rangers’ current plight has 
not been helped by reports that 
four million pound (about 6.5 
million dollars) defender 
Lorenzo Amoruso may be out 
until February. 

Yet to play since his move 
from Fiorentina, he could 
require a third operation on a 
persistent Achilles problem. 

Leeds striker Tony 
Yeboah's transfer to 
Bundesliga giants Hamburg 
was in doubt on Wednesday 


because of tax problems with 
the German authorities. 

The unsettled Ghanaian 
international will have talks 
with Hamburg officials later 
in the day afier it was revealed 
he owes one million marks 
($525,000) from his previous 
spell in Germany with 
Eintracht Frankfurt. 

Hamburg manager Bernd 
Wehmeyer, who will also be 
involved in the meeting, said; 
“At the moment it is 50/50 
whether he will join us. 

“It is not clear whether 
Yeboah has to pay this money 
or whether his old club have 
eon 
A Hamburg official 
confirmed the club would not 
pay the money owed by 31- 
year-old Yeboah to the 
German tax authorities to help 
clear up the transfer triangle. 

‘The spokesman said: “If we 
cannot find a solution then he 
won't join Hamburg. But the 
club won't pay the money. 
‘That is up to him.” 

Leeds manager George 
Graham, who fell out with 


Yeboah last season, added to 
the confusion, saying: 
“Hamburg knew about these 
problems from the outset and 
so did we. 

“As I understand it 
Hamburg were going to take 
care of the money Tony 
allegedly owes the tax 
authorities in Germany.” 

Yeboah’ fitness could also 
eventually prove to be a 
problem as he has not trained 
properly since the end of last 
season, 

Albania’s first division 
soccer league -has been 
delayed by a day because of 
the funeral of Mother Teresa, 
who was of Albanian descent, 
officials said on Tuesday. 

The 1997-98 league, which 
was scheduled to start on 
Saturday, will now begin on 
Sunday after the government 
declared three days of 
mourning in Mother Teresa's 
honour starting on Thursday. 

The Roman Catholic nun 
died in India on Friday of a 
heart attack aged 87. 


Advertise in ABSW 
This is a 2 column x 12 
centimetre advertisement 
which costs $140 at full 
commercial rates. 


Ask us about our Special 
discounts for 
multiple ads. 


We will prepare your ad froma 
rough draft. 


Contact us Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri 
or Sun on: 


02 9560 3900 
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Previous finals: (6) 1962, 1966, 1970, 1974, 
1986, 1994 Best performance: semi finals 
(4th), 1994 


ARGENTINA 

Previous finals: (11) 1930, 1934, 1958, 1962, 
1966, 1974, 1978, 1982, 1986, 1990, 1994 
Best performance: World champions 1978, 


1986 

Hosted World Cup 1978 

COLOMBIA 

Previous finals: (3) 1962, 1990, 1994 

Best performance: 2nd round, 1990 

‘Note: Originally named as hosts for 1986 
finals but tournament switched to Mexico 
due to lack of facilities and communications. 
PARAGUAY 

Previous finals: (4) 1930, 1950, 1958, 1986 
Best performance: 2nd round, 1986 
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